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WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Womenswold Annual Parish Council Meeting was held on Tuesday 10 May 
2022 in Womenswold at 6.30 pm. 
                                        

   Present:        Cllr I HOBSON – Chairman 
                       Cllr M McKENZIE 

                       Cllr J PERRINS 
                       Cllr C BROWN 
     Cllr P SUTCLIFFE 

                       Mrs. V McWILLIAMS Clerk          
                       City/County Councillor Sole 

 
There were seven members of the public present. 

 
1. Election of Chairman 
Before the start of the March meeting Cllr Hobson announced that he would be   

standing down after the May meetings in 2022. He has since had a change of heart 
and said he would be happy to stay on. Cllr Brown then proposed him as Chairman 

seconded by Cllr Perrins. There were no other nominations. Cllr Hobson accepted the 
post and was duly elected which was agreed by all. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 
There were no apologies for absence. Cllr Sutcliffe had left a message saying he 

would be a few minutes late but would be coming. 
City/County Councillor Sole also left a message saying he would be late as he had a 

previous meeting. 
 
3. Comments from the public. 

A member of the public asked if anything further had been announced following 
KCC’s plan for tree planting in the county.  Increasing tree cover will be an important 

part of the council and county’s strategy for reaching a net-zero target towards 
climate change. In October 2019 KCC committed to plant a tree for every person in 

Kent. Cllr Sole role reported that there was no more news about the scheme yet but 

that he would add Womenswold Parish Council to the list of interested councils. 
 
4. Reports from County/City Councillor Mike Sole 

May 2022 (an update on what I have been doing in April) 
It is the time of year when parish councils have their Annual Parish Meetings (APM). 

It is always good to go to these to find out more about what the parish council and 
the many varied community groups have been up to. It is also an opportunity to 
meet up when many residents and talk about issues of concern as well as presenting 

my own report. In April I was able to visit the APMs in Lower Hardres & Nackington, 
Barham, Waltham, and Bridge. In May I will be at the APMs of Bishopsbourne, 

Womenswold, Ickham & Well, Wickhambreaux and Littlebourne so I look forward to 
meeting residents then. Unfortunately, diary clashes mean that I have only been able 
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to attend nine out of the sixteen parishes this year, but I also attended Kingston 
Parish Council in April. Getting out and about, discussing issues and looking for 

solutions is what I most enjoy about being a councillor. This month I met with 
residents in St Vincent’s Close, Littlebourne to discuss parking issues. I was good to 

hear everyone’s views and by working with both the City and County Council I am 
hopeful that we will be able to see some small improvements coming forward. 

I had a particularly good morning in Thanington and Wincheap discussing issues with 
the city councillors, and this included a visit to the Thanington Resource Centre 
where I was able to catch up with the local PCSO and the Bishop of Dover for some 

interesting conversations. 
 

As the City Council moves from the Committee system to the Leader & Cabinet 
model, I have had briefings on how this will work in practice. The Community 
Committee and Regeneration Committee that I used to sit on will no longer exist, but 

I am looking forward to holding the council to account with a position on the new 
Scrutiny Committee amongst others. 

 
I attended the AGM of the Little Stour & Nailbourne Flood Management Committee in 

Littlebourne. As the Lib Dem group spokesperson for Climate Change and Finance & 
I have had updated briefings from Canterbury City Council. 
 

5. Declaration of Interests by Councillors.  
There was no notification by members given of any pecuniary or personal interest in 

items on the agenda 
 

6. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the meeting held on 15 March 2022 were approved and signed by 
the Chairman; proposed by Cllr McKenzie & seconded by Cllr Sutcliffe. 

 
7. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda.  

The Clerk has contacted HAGS again regarding the Carousel they have promised to 
investigate the matter as to why they have not got back with an update. The Clerk is 
still chasing and pushing for an engineer to visit the site.  

 
There were no other issues not included in the agenda. 

 
8.   Finance  

Business Current Account £25,963.29 
Savings Account £1,882.70 
 

Money In 
CCC £8,500.00 

CCC Concurrent Funding £4,116.00 
Total £12,616.00 

 
Money Out 
Val McWilliams Clerks Salary (2 months Nov/December x 26 hours at £10.50 = £273+ 0ffice 

maintenance £80 = Total £353 Stamps £31.68 + Stationary Total £435.96 

MFW Payroll £180.00 +VAT £36.00) Total £216.00 

KALC Subscription (£146.18 +VAT £29.24) Total £175.42 
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Harmer & Sons   Ground Maintenance £687.00 +VAT £137.40) Total £824.40 
RDR Pest Control Rats & Moles £220.00 

ACRK Subscription £60.00 
TOTAL £1,931.78 

 
The Clerk presented the accounts to the Council, which had been audited by the 

Internal Auditor. The resolution to apply for the Certificate of Exemption from PK 
Littlejohn the External Audit was passed unanimously. The Chair and Clerk signed it 
and the Clerk will now forward it to PK Littlejohn for acceptance. Councillors 

approved the Annual Return and all supporting documents for the financial year end 
2021-2022 which was signed by the Chair and the Clerk. Acceptance of the forms 

was proposed by Cllr Sutcliffe seconded by Cllr Perrins. 
 
There has been a delay with the online banking. Cllr Sutcliffe visited the bank in 

Canterbury with all the necessary forms proving his identity. The bank then sent the   
forms off to the Mandate Team but failed to stamp the papers which are now 

considered invalid, and they admitted that it was their error. It is now necessary for 
Cllr Sutcliffe to contact the bank and once they have heard from him, they will fast 

track the application through. 
 
 9.   Planning/Trees  

21/02634 First-floor extension together with two-storey rear extension and front 
porch following demolition of conservatory. Refused 

 
CA/20/02521 Beggars Roost, Woolage Green Awaiting decision. It is still on hold due 

to the Stodmarsh issues not having been resolved.  
 
10. Highways 

 Most of the white lines have now been repainted. Kent Highways have repaired all 
reported potholes  

 
11. Environmental Issues 
The Clerk has heard from our solicitor regarding the registration of the Green at 

Woolage Green. He states that estimated time for dealing with such applications has 
slipped and is now at least 18 months. Some are taking longer. He will let us know 

as soon as he hears anything. 
  

The Parish Council has not been in contact with the owners of The Spinney yet 
regarding the lighting issues. It was agreed to leave it for the moment as the 
evenings are lighter it would be difficult to judge the amount of disturbance they 

caused. It will be considered again once the clocks change. 
 

The moles on the recreation ground at Woolage Village have been cleared. Moles 
and rats have also been cleared from St Margaret’s churchyard. 

 
The Black Gold Structure has now been repaired and paid for by North Downs Way. 
Cllr Hobson mentioned the damage caused in the last newsletter stating that it had 

been mended but we would be grateful if members of the public could keep an eye 
open and report to the police any further misuse of the installation. 
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Cllr Perrins has kindly stored all the equipment for litter picking. Anyone wishing to 
litter pick individually and need picks, holders or bags should contact Cllr Perrins who 

will let them have the tools. 
 

Cllr Perrins asked if we could find someone to put a suitable hard surface put down 
under the basketball post. The clerk will get a couple of quotes and report back. 

 
12 Three Barrows Down. 
Cllr Sutcliffe attended the meeting on 19 May led by the Archaeologist Andrew 

Richardson & Project Manager Chris Gray. He has heard nothing further. An email 
will be sent out announcing the next meeting. 

 
13. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
The Clerk has contacted KCC asking for The Street, Womenswold to be closed for the 

street party on Sunday 5 June 2022. Permission has been granted for closure 
between 11am – 5pm. Cllr McKenzie will make sure “Road Closed" signs are put up 

at each end of The Street on the day. 
 

The lighting of the Beacon in honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 2nd June will 
be lit at 9.15pm. Cllr Perrins has purchased the logs and firelighters and will arrange 
for the Beacon to be lit at the appropriate time. 

 
14. Councillors Portfolios    

Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC): Nothing to report 
 

Amenities and Welfare: Nothing further to report – issues discussed under item 
11. 
 

Roads & Services: Nothing to report 
 

Communication: Cllr Hobson reported that the newsletter had been distributed. 
He is still receiving regular hits on the website. 
 

Police Liaison:  Cllr Sutcliffe invited the new PCSO Castle to the meeting, but she 
was unable to attend due to pressure of work. She hopes to make contact soon to 

arrange to attend a parish council meeting.  
 

15 General Correspondence  
EMAILS sent to all. 
 

NALC Events, Fighting Climate Change 
KALC Canterbury Area Committee - Draft AGM Minutes and CCC Standards 

Committee Information 
KALC Environmental Calculator Workshop  

Drop-in Session Canterbury Library 
Local plans Update 
NALC Newsletter 

Mike Sole Report 
Rural Kent Community Matter 

Chief executive's bulletin 
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Mike Sole April Bulletin 
Eleanor Castle 46061474 - New PCSO 

Invitation to online training regarding Stodmarsh and other planning matters 
Mental Health Week - Loneliness 

 
All correspondence has been circulated to Councillors 

 
16 AOB 
 

Cllr Perrins requested that the clerk arranges for the green at Woolage Green to be 
cut and cleared early week commencing 30 May in advance of the event for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 
 
Cllr Perrins advised that Womenswold Parish Residents Association are to give each 

village – Woolage Green, Woolage Village, Ropersole and Womenswold - £100 towards 
their jubilee parties. 

 
17. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 12 July 2022. The venue to be decided. 
 
The meeting dates for 2022/2023 were agreed as follows: 

 
13 September 2022 

8 November 2022 
10 January 2023 

14 March 2023 
9 May 2023 
 

The meeting closed at 6.50pm. 


