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Womenswold, Woolage Green and Ropersole Park

W

e detailed in the last newsletter the project know as “After
the Black Gold”, which involved installing a structure on
the edge of Woolage Village Recreation Ground. The structure
represents the 1000 year old pilgrims route that started at
Canterbury Cathedral and finished in Rome called The Via
Francigena.
The structure is one of three public works of Art commissioned by
Dover Arts Development Ltd.
The art installation that was chosen for the Woolage Village section
of the path is called: “Channels - After the Black Gold.” It provides
an opportunity for walkers to rest and shelter and also reflect the
village’s history and links with the Coal Mining industry. It also
affords views down to the former Snowdown Colliery site and gives
an understanding of why Woolage Village exists.

Ryan Cook and Sam Little created the installation and in their
words:“ ‘After the Black Gold’, is purposefully simple. It takes the form
of a timber structure supporting two lean-to roof pitches – one
looking out to the landscape and Snowdown colliery beyond,
one looking in to Woolage village. The structure is oriented on
an axis towards the old colliery to draw a connection to the
site’s history and to benefit from the existing view onto it from
the recreation ground. The structure
invites walkers on the North Downs
Way to sit, rest and consider the
layers of human intervention in this
landscape. The form and materiality
of the structure take cues from the shelters constructed by workers at the entrance to the
colliery.”
The structure is one of three installations between Canterbury Cathedral and Dover.
Update: Unfortunately the structure has already been damaged by people unknown
trying to climb on the slates and throwing objects at the re-claimed slate roof. It is
being repaired but we would be grateful if members of the public could keep an eye
open and report to the police any further misuse of the installation.

Vandalism

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022
On 2nd June 2022 between 9.15pm and
9.45pm the beacon will be lit as part of the
celebrations of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

It may be possible to park in Womenswold
and walk to the beacon via the North Downs
Way.
Each village is being encouraged to organise
its own event to celebrate the Jubilee.

Womenswold Parish Council Newsletter

Spring 2022

If food was free..

I

t can be! I would like to invite the Womenswold community to act and start a neighbourhood growing
project. All food prices are on the rise and sadly, for many, next winter will be deciding between eating
or heating. Luckily we are in the best time period to start growing our own food.
There is a project called Crops not Shops and it calls neighbourhoods to turn their streets to
"supermarkets".
If every house/family would grow one or two crops, every one could offer different vegetables. There would
be an abundance of different food and it all would be for free! Systems like this would also create trust as
everyone would give and receive equally and fairly. We could go from garden to garden and help each
other with planting, tending and harvesting. The elderly would be taken care of in this system and it would
bring the community together even more.
It is better to be prepared now than be sorry later.
If you are interested in free food and worry a little less about the
future, please do get in contact!
Warm greetings
Sanna Bettin
Email : sannakuopio@yahoo.de
http://www.cropsnotshops.co.uk

What is a Parish Council and what does it do?
A Parish Council is the lowest tier of Government in the UK. It is a body which makes decisions on behalf of people in
the Parish. It is the level of Government which is closest to the community. Canterbury City Council, is directly above us
in the hierarchy.
There are two common misunderstandings about the role of Parish Councillors. They are not employees or volunteers;
they are elected representatives who volunteer their time for free to work on behalf of their community.
Womenswold Parish Council comprises 5 Councillors who are each elected for a 4 year term. Each year, usually in May,
a chairman is elected by the Councillors for the following year. Each Councillor represents the whole Parish, not just
where they live. If you think they may be able to assist you, feel free to contact any of them. However, the Parish Council
has collective responsibility and no single member has the power to act alone.
Meetings
The Council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 6.30pm. The venue has recently been alternating
between The Two Sawyers in Woolage Green and St Margaret’s Church in Womenswold. This is currently being
reviewed. In addition to these meetings there is an annual Council meeting at which the Council gives its report for the
year. This meeting is usually in May and normally precedes the Annual Village Meeting.
What does it do?
The powers and responsibilities are various but include:- Parish Newsletter, website, reviewing planning applications (but
only at the level as members of the public), playing fields, rights of way, bus shelters, cemeteries etc. In practice, a fairly
low level of decision making.
For a full list see:- https://www.localgov.co.uk/Parish-council-responsibilities/29135

Your Councillors
Ian Hobson (Chair)

Communications, Website

ian.hobson49@googlemail.com

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways

maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk

Craig Brown

Kent Association of Local Councils

craig.brown@portshipping.co.uk

Janet Perrins

Amenities & Welfare

janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk

Peter Sutcliffe

Police liaison

peter.sutcliffe@bt.com

Val McWilliams

Clerk to the Council

val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com

01227 832028

Meetings
The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 6.30pm. Members of the Parish are very welcome to
attend these meetings. Always check the website for updates.
www.womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th May 2022. Check website for details of time and venue.
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Woolage Village Fun Day
A fun day was held on 25th October 2021. The venue was Woolage Village Recreation
Ground and included events such as:- Beat the Goalie and a Conker Tournament.

Amber, winner of the Conker
Tournament

Winners of beat the goalie
Andrew and Daughter Lexi

New Goal Post

T

he Council received a grant from
Canterbury City Council for a new
goal post for Woolage Village. This was
to replace the one which was originally
moved from Woolage Green but ended
up being damaged.
The new goal post is much more
substantial and can be moved easily to
avoid the “muddy goalmouth” syndrome.
We understand it is being used
frequently.
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BouleTournament

T

he annual
Boule
Tournament took
place on
Woolage Green
in September 2021. Great
fun was had by all. The
eventual winners were
Stuart and Sherif. They are
seen here holding the
prized trophy.

Friends of St Margaret’s Church,
Talk ‘Finding Eanswythe’
Thanks to everybody who came for
the talk given by Rev Dr Lesley
Hardy on ‘Finding Eanswythe’
It was wonderful to see the church
full for a Friends event after such a
long time, and to start off our fund
raising for Womenswold Church
Toilet Project. The talk was
fascinating with a vivid description
of the years of work involved in the
project. The tea & cakes were very
welcome after.

Proposed Urban Development on our Doorstep
Following on from the article in the last Newsletter (Summer
2021), an action group has been set up to oppose the plans.
The contact is Evelyn and the contact email address is:womenswoldparishactiongroup@gmail.com
Currently we are all waiting for the Public Consultations
regarding the plans. Watch this space.

Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline
- if you or someone close to you is
dying, you can talk to us.

We raised a total of £400, which is
a great start to the events we hope
to arrange during 2022. Watch
this space!

At the Anne Robson Trust we aim to be
there to listen to anyone who faces
dying or the imminent death of
someone they care about. We know
that facing the end of life can leave

Friends of St Margaret’s
Church Events

The friends will be are holding a
Coffee Concert on 21st April at
10.30am for coffee & cake,
before a short concert at 11am.
The concert will be given by
June Woodland, mezzo
soprano, accompanied by
Elizabeth Lewis, who will
entertain us with a varied
programme from Grieg to West
Side Story.
There will be a retiring
collection for the toilet appeal.
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you feeling isolated and alone.
Being able to access support is so important. Gaining knowledge of what may happen
towards the end of life and being prepared helps both the person dying and their loved
ones to feel a sense of control.
Calls are free and confidential. Call us on 0808 801 0688 - we have time to talk
Please visit www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service to find out more or contact
suzanne@annerobsontrust.org.uk
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