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WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Womenswold Parish Council held an Ordinary Meeting on Tuesday 9 November 
 2021 in St Margaret’s Church, Womenswold 

                                        
   Present:        Cllr I HOBSON – Chairman 

                       Cllr M McKENZIE 
                       Cllr J PERRINS 
                       Cllr C BROWN 

                       Mrs. V McWILLIAMS Clerk          
 

There were no members of the public present. 
 
1 Apologies for Absence 

 
Cllr P Sutcliffe sent his apologies due to health issues. 

 
2. Comments from the public. 

 
None 
 

3. Report from City/County Councillor Sole 
 

City/County Councillor Sole did not attend the meeting but sent the following report: 
 

November 2021 (an update on what I have been doing in October)  
Autumn is now well and truly here, and the heavy rain is highlighting the many 
blocked gullies that KCC have failed to clear despite several requests over several 

months. I continue to chase to these to be done. 
Parish Council Meetings – With 16 parish councils in my KCC division it isn’t 

possible to attend all of them regularly. In October I was able to attend the following 
parish council meetings: 
Chartham (annual assembly) – It was good to be able to attend this meeting and 

meet up with local community groups as well as find out more about the work that is 
going on with the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Adisham – I was really pleased to see the new dishwasher in the village hall that 
was purchased with KCC grant funding and meet new and prospective parish 

councillors. I also seem to have found myself a very responsible job to do in the 
village on Christmas morning too. 
Wickhambreaux (annual assembly) – This meeting included a presentation 

about Speed watch which is something that I hope to get more enthusiasm for in 
many parishes. 

Bridge – I discussed parking and other issues with the parish council with a view to 
requesting several changes in the village to Canterbury City Council. 

 
Parking Restrictions – If any parish wishes to put forward changes to the City 
Council parking restrictions, then deadline for this is 31 December, although it would 

be helpful to have them earlier than that. 
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National Farmers Union – I had a very informative meeting with members of the 
Canterbury NFU. As a result of this I am following up matters including fly-tipping 

and ragwort. 
Canterbury City Council meetings attended in the month were the Regeneration 

Committee and full Council. 
In Wincheap there is a significant concern about the proposed gyratory scheme 

(Wincheap becomes one way as does Simmonds Road) as there has been no public 
consultation about the impact on residents and businesses. I have also, (so far 
unsuccessfully) tried to reduce the night-time anti-social construction work on the A2 

slip road in Thanington – unfortunately neither CCC nor KCC have direct power 
over Highways England.  

I have had fruitful discussions with KCC about setting up an apprentice’s bus 
travel scheme. 
On flooding I have had meetings with both the River Stour Internal Drainage Board 

and The Little Stour, Nailbourne, Petham Bourne Flood Action Group.   
Fly-tipping again seems to be increasing and Canterbury City Council are very slow 

to deal with reported items, some still outstanding several months later – I continue 
to chase for action. 

 
4. Declaration of Interests by Councillors.  
 

Cllr Hobson and Cllr Perrins declared an interest in planning application CA/21/02634 
as the property involved is neighbouring to properties that they own. 

 
5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14 September 2021 were approved and signed 
by the Chairman; proposed by Cllr Brown & seconded by Cllr McKenzie 

 
6. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda.  

 
The Clerk had heard from the Caravan Club that they are still to make their decision 
regarding the proposed site in the paddock at the rear of Beggars Roost, Woolage 

Green. 
 

Cllr Perrins reported that the salt bins in Woolage Village and Woolage Green had still 
not been filled.  KCC were supposed to fill them in October.  The clerk will chase. 

 
The Clerk has been in contact with HAGS regarding the Carousel at Woolage Village.  
They are currently looking in to why they have not been down to examine it. 

 
7.   Finance  
 

Business Current Account £14,737.93 

Savings Account £1,882.60 
 
Money Out 

 
Val McWilliams Clerks Salary (2 months Sept/October 

 x 26 hours at £10.50 = £273+ 0ffice maintenance £80 = Total £353 
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Stationary (£41.91+VAT £8.38 Subtotal £50.29) Total £403.29 
 KALC Clerk Training Conference (£35.00 + VAT £7.00) Total £42.00 

Vineyard Church Yard £218.38 +VAT £43.680 Total £262.06 
Harmer & Sons Ground Maintenance £699.00 + VAT £139.80 Total £838.80 

RDR Pest Control Moles    £140.00 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal £25.00 

Womenswold PCC Use of electricity for meeting £10.00 
Total £1,721.15 
 

Agreement to approve payment of the above expenses was proposed by Cllr Brown 
and seconded by Cllr McKenzie. 

 
The Clerk presented a budget plan for the Precept for 2022-2023 following which it 
was unanimously agreed by all to apply for a bid of £8,500 for the year 2022-2023. 

We will receive Concurrent Financial Funding amounting to £4,116.00 for the year 
2022-23.   

 
The Clerk reported that all bank details were with Barclays Bank we are just waiting 

for the go ahead to start using online banking. 
 
8. Planning/Trees  

 
21/02634 Proposal: First-floor extension together with two-storey rear extension and 

front porch following demolition of conservatory. Fairview, Westcourt Lane, Woolage 
Green, Canterbury, Kent, CT4 6SE. 

 
Councillors discussed the above plans it was felt that the application is unclear and 
confusing. The footprint of the proposed building has not been superimposed on the 

existing plan for comparison.  
 

The overbearing nature of this proposal would harm the setting of 
 

• the Woolage Green Conservation Area 

• the Grade 2 Listed building opposite 

• the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
• the Area of High Landscape Value 

 

It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk would write to CCC Planning Department 
listing the Council’s objections to the proposed plans and why they could not support 

the application.  The letter is to be circulated to all Councillors for approval prior to 
submission to CCC. 
 

CA/21/02036 Proposal: Erection of single-storey shelter with seating. 
 Woolage Village Recreation Ground, Nethersole Road, Womenswold, Kent Granted 

 
 CA/20/02521 Beggars Roost, Woolage Green. Still awaiting a decision. 

 
 CA/21/02006 Nethersole Road, Woolage Village. Granted. 
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Cllr Hobson stated that he had received a notice from Shepherdswell & Coldred 
History Society regarding a Special Public Meeting about Three Barrows Down on 

Wednesday 24 November 2021 at 7.30pm at Shepherdswell Village Hall. Andrew 
Richardson a leading archaeologist will give a talk on the history of the burial ground. 

It is hoped that many people will attend. Cllr’s Hobson, Brown and Sutcliffe will 
represent the Council. 

 
9. Highways 
 

There are a few potholes particularly at the junction of Forstal and Firs Road in 
Woolage Village. The Clerk has reported them to KCC. 

 
10. Environmental Issues 
 

The Clerk has heard from our solicitor regarding the registration of the Green at 
Woolage Green. He informed her that, the land Registry is gradually reducing the 

backlog of applications, but as yet our application has not been completed. He will 
let her know as soon as he gets any further news. 

 
The ROSPA safety report has been circulated to councillor’s and it was agreed that 
we should replace the damaged seat on the toddler swings.  The Clerk was asked to 

contact Jamie Cole and ask if he would give a quote for doing the necessary repairs 
recommended by ROSPA. 

 
Cllr Brown reported that the goal post is now fully installed. It is very well used and 

popular with the young. The Clerk will send a photo to CCC thanking them for their 
support. 
 

Cllr Perrins asked if the hedge had been cut on the Woolage Village Green It is 
booked to be done Harmer’ s will be doing it with in the next week. 

 
11.  Councillors’ Portfolios    
       

Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC): Nothing to report 
 

Amenities and Welfare: 
Nothing further to report. 

 
Roads & Services: Various potholes have been reported and are now marked up. 
The meeting arranged with KCC which Cllr McKenzie would have attended but the 

officer who would have led the meeting had an accident the day before, so the 
meeting was cancelled. It will be organised again early in the new year. Speeding, 

potholes, and hedgehog signs will be on the agenda. 
 

Communication: there have been 259 hits on the website since the last meeting.  
The website is up to date. 
 

Police Liaison:  Nothing to report. 
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13. General Correspondence  
 

EMAILS sent to all. 

Queens Platinum Jubilee Lighting of Beacons 

Police & Crime Plan- Survey 
PCSO September Crime Report 
Sharing recycling information with residents - parish magazines 

KALC Data Protection for Clerks 
NALC Chief Executive Bulletin 

A Guide to taking Part in Queen’s Jubilee 
KENT Police Special Edition Newsletter 

NALC Newsletter  
ALC AGM September13/2021 
Climate Change Case Studies 
Chief Executive Bulletin 
Mike Sole Report 

Latest from the Kent Fraud Alert Team. 
 

14. AOB 
 
The Clerk will write to the Pageant Master and inform that Womenswold will be 

lighting their Beacon to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 2nd June at 
9.15pm. The subject of possibly providing light refreshments was discussed It was 

agreed to leave any arrangements until March meeting. 
  
A resident had enquired if a temporary surface could be put round the basketball 

post on the recreation ground as to use the equipment properly the ball needs to be 
bounced on a hard surface rather than the existing grass. The Clerk to contact 

RoSPA and ask what material they would recommend. 
 
It was reported that flood lighting had been installed on the manège at The Spinney 

in Westcourt Lane, Woolage Green. The Clerk was asked to find out if planning 

permission is needed before installing the lighting. She will contact the planning 
department at CCC and advise councillors of their response. 

 
Cllr Brown raised the issue of the hedge overhanging the public footpath at the 
bottom of Nethersole Road, Woolage Village which had been reported to the Parish 

Council in March 2021.  He advised that KCC have painted white lines on the 
footpath indicating the point where the hedge should not overhang.  The owner of 

the house in question has cut back the hedge accordingly. 
 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
Tuesday 11 January 2022 at 6.30pm in The Function Room at The Two Sawyers, 
Woolage Green. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
 
 


