
 

 

 
Womenswold Parish Council held an Ordinary Meeting on Tuesday 15 March 2022 

 in The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green at 6.30pm. 
                                        

   Present:        Cllr I HOBSON – Chairman 
                       Cllr M McKENZIE 

                       Cllr J PERRINS 
                       Cllr C BROWN 
     Cllr P SUTCLIFFE 

                       Mrs V McWILLIAMS Clerk          
                       City/County Councillor Sole 

 
There was one member of the public present. 
 

Before the start of the meeting Cllr Hobson announced that he would be standing 
down after the May meetings 2022.  Cllrs thanked him for his services to the parish 

and said they were sad to lose him. He would be greatly missed. 
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 

 
2. Comments from the public. 

 
A member of the public asked if the parish council was organizing anything for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022. Arrangements reported in Item 12 below. 
 
3. Report from City/County Councillor Sole 

 
City/County Councillor Sole attended the meeting and gave following report: 

 
Parish Councils - This month I attended parish council meetings in Waltham, 
Littlebourne, Barham, Chartham and Kingston. As always, I am happy to meet 

up with parish councillors and residents and anytime to discuss issues “on the 
ground.” I met with KCC highways officers to discuss the progress of all sixteen 

parish council Highways Improvement Programmes in the division and also the 
unparished area on Wincheap and also to see where I could most assist with 

highways grant funding. 
In Thanington I met up on site with KCC to investigate the location and funding for 
a potential additional crossing point on Ashford Road. 

KCC Budget – I spoke at the budget meeting and proposed (unsuccessfully) 
additional funding to deal with the huge backlog of works on the public rights of way 

network, and against the price rises in bus passes, cuts to bus routes and funding for 
homelessness services. 

 
Canterbury City Council Budget – I delivered the budget response speech on 
behalf of the Liberal Democrat group and argued for greater community group grant 

funding.  
 

 



 

 

At the Canterbury City Council Regeneration Committee, I spoke against the 
two-year suspension of the Sturry Park & Ride service. 

At the Canterbury City Council Policy Committee, I spoke against the new car 
parking charges across the district as there was no overarching strategy that 

considered both the environmental concerns and the economic impact on residents 
and businesses. 

I cycled around Barham, Kingston, Bridge, Patrixbourne, Bekesbourne, 
Adisham, Littlebourne, Wickhambreaux and Ickham to identify and report 
over twenty highways issues that needed attention including missing and worn white 

lines, potholes, and bus stop markings. I also walked around Littlebourne to 
investigate and report several blocked drainage gullies. 

I was interviewed on BBC Radio Kent discussing potholes and the cuts in highway 
maintenance budgets. 
Assisted a number of families struggling with hastily imposed changes to KCC Special 

Educational Needs school transport. 
Bins continue to have been an issue in the month. Thankfully, after pressure, 

Canterbury City Council abandoned the ill-thought-out requirement for residents to 
lift the recycling inserts from bins, but since then a number of inserts have 

disappeared in the waste trucks and as always, there were a number of other bin 
collection issues and problems with unemptied public waste and dog bins.  
 

4. Declaration of Interests by Councillors.  
 

There was no notification by members given of any pecuniary or personal interest in 
items on the agenda. 

 
5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 

The minutes of the meeting held on 09/11 2021 were approved and signed by the 
Chairman; proposed by Cllr Brown & seconded by Cllr Sutcliffe 

 
6. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda.  
 

The Clerk has contacted Hags yet again regarding the Carousel. They apologise and 
are sorry to hear that no one has come back regarding the carousel. 

They ask for confirmation as to when it was purchased and if we installed this 
ourselves and if possible, could you send through a video of the equipment to show 

us how this is not working properly please. The Clerk will respond to them. 
 
There were no other issues not included in the agenda. 

 
7.   Finance  

 
Business Current Account £14,847.27 

Savings Account £1,882.70 
 
Money Out 

Val McWilliams Clerks Salary (2 months Nov/December x 26 hours at £10.50 = 
£273+ 0ffice maintenance £80 = Total £353 

Stamps £31.68 + Stationary Total £384.68 



 

 

Elgar’s Ground Rent £14.00 
Harmer & Sons 

Elham Valley 
TOTAL £398.68 

 
Agreement to approve payment of the above expenses was proposed by Cllr Brown 

and seconded by Cllr McKenzie. 
 
The Clerk informed the Council that she would be closing the finance books as the 

present financial year ends on the 31 March 2022. She will then prepare the 
accounts ready for the audit inspection. 

 
8. Planning/Trees  
 

21/02634 Proposal: First-floor extension together with two-storey rear extension and 
front porch following demolition of conservatory. 

Councillors considered the application and there were objections to the proposed 
plans. The Clerk will let the Planning Department at CCC know. 

 
Ca/21/03054 Woodside Cottage, Wick Lane, Woolage Green T.P.O. no.25 1990 - T1 - 
Multi stem Ash tree, Fell: T2-Hornbeam tree, reduce by 3m in height and 2-2.5m 

radially: T3 - Twin stem Field Maple tree, reduce in height by 4m and balance the 
crown radially: G4 - Selection of ten Ash stems, Fell GRANTED 

 
CA/20/02521 Beggars Roost, Woolage Green Awaiting decision (It has been a long 

time since we discussed this application. It is on hold at the moment due to the 
Stodmarsh issue which is impacting residential developments across the district) 
 

9. Highways 
 

Cllr McKenzie reported that she had attended a meeting with KCC engineer and 
City/Cllr Mike Sole. There would be no problem with a 30mph speed limit in Woolage 
Village, or with Woolage Green between the gateway signs.  KCC will come back with 

costings. The 30mph for Woolage Village could be done in the next financial year. 
Some funding will be available from KCC and Cllr Mike Sole from his Highways 

Members fund. 
 

Cllr Sole has consulted with the villagers who were in support of the speed reduction. 
It was agreed to tackle one village at a time starting with Woolage Village. 
 

Most of the reported potholes have now been repaired a few have been marked up 
ready for repair. Some white lines have now been replaced. 

 
10. Environmental Issues 

 
The Clerk has heard from our solicitor regarding the registration of the Green at 
Woolage Green who states that the application is still with the Land Registry. They 

continue to be substantially in arrear with this type of application and at the present 
time it is not possible to expedite the application. He will advise me when he has any 

further information. 



 

 

  
 

 
The Clerk did contact the planning department and the enforcement team regarding 

the lighting issue at The Spinney. The enforcement team did investigate they 
explained that it was grey area but considered the development causes no harm to 

interests of acknowledged planning importance, it is a minor breach and would not 
be expedient to pursue. The enforcement team are happy to investigate the issue 
but will need forms filling in by the people who are directly affected by the lights. 

 
They would have to record the dates and hours that the lights were switched on for 

a fortnight following which they would investigate. The other alternative would be to 
explain to the owners the problem that the lights are causing to neighbours who may 
not even realise there is a problem. 

 
The moles on the Recreation ground at Woolage Village have been cleared but sadly 

they have been reported back again. The clerk will contact RDR the Pest Control. 
 

The salt bins have now been filled. 
The hedge had now been cut on the Woolage Village Green  
 

It has been reported that the Black Gold Structure recently installed on the 
recreation ground at Woolage Village has been damaged. The Clerk will report it to 

Joanna Jones at Dover District Council. 
 

The litter pick was discussed, and it was agreed that it would be easier if parties 
went out individually with their own pickers, hoops, and sacks. Cllr Perrins agreed to 
purchase half a dozen pickers, hoops, and sacks. Volunteers to bring their own 

gloves The next litter pick will take place on Sunday 3 April 2022.  All litter collected 
to be left at strategic points in each village. 

 
Cllr Hobson reported that the grass on the Village Green was needing cutting. The 
clerk reported that Harmers would start mowing again next week. They would 

remove the grass cuttings and take them away after the first cut. Following which 
they would collect them up and leave them in the usual place in the corner for the 

council to dispose of them. 
 

11 Three Barrow Down.   
  
Cllr Sutcliffe attended the Special Public Meeting about Three Barrows Down on 

Wednesday 24 November 2021. At the moment there is nothing to report as no 
action has been agreed. He has signed up to be notified of any further information. 

 
12. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

 
Cllr McKenzie reported that Womenswold would be holding their own street party on 
Sunday 5 June 2022. The Clerk was asked to apply for a license to close  

The Street, Womenswold between 11am – 5pm on Sunday 5th June. 
 

 



 

 

13. Councilors’ Portfolios    
       

Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC): Nothing to report 
 

Amenities and Welfare: 
Nothing further to report. 

 
Roads & Services: Various potholes have been reported and are now marked up. 
The meeting arranged with KCC which Cllr McKenzie would have attended but the 

officer who would have led the meeting had an accident the day before, so the 
meeting was cancelled. It will be organised again early in the new year. Speeding, 

potholes, and hedgehog signs will be on the agenda. 
 
Communication:  

The website is up to date. Cllr Hobson stated that he would be doing the next 
Newsletter on his return from holiday. 

 
Police Liaison:  PCSO Chloe McLeish is no longer our PCSO she left at the end of 

February to join the police force. PCSO Castle will be taking over the role and will 
contact the Parish Council shortly.  
 

14. General Correspondence  
 

EMAILS sent to all. 
 

Chief Executive Bulletin February 
Sturry Road Park & Ride 
South Barham Road Closed 

KALC Planning Conference 10th March 
NALC Policing Online - Working together 

KALC News 
Mike Sole February Newsletter 
Planning Conference 10 March ZOOM 

Digital Inclusion 
NALC Newsletter 

PCSO New PCSO Castle 
Consultation Digital Inclusion Project 

NALC Policy Online Event 
The Future of Work Conference 
KALC News 

NALC Events Newsletter 
Enforcement Team Update 

NALC Levelling up the Nation 
CCC Parish Charter 

 
All correspondence has been circulated to Councillors 
 

14. AOB 
 



 

 

The lighting of the Beacon in honour of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee on 2nd June will 
be lit at 9.15pm. Cllr Perrins will organise the lighting of the Beacon. It was agreed 

that it would not be possible to serve refreshments on the night as it was considered 
to be too dangerous, and parking is limited. 

 
The Clerk has heard from ROSPA that a suitable hard surface for the basketball post 

would be concrete or bitmac. They stressed 0that it is important that the dimensions 
are large enough as edges close to the post will create trip points. Cllr Perrins would 
investigate getting the surface laid as a volunteer has offered to do it.  

 

Cllr Sole reported that Kent County Council are committed to plant a tree for 
every person in Kent. Anyone who has planted a tree or is planning to do 

would let him know. Tree planting is part of the of the council and county’s 
strategy for reaching a net-zero target: In October 2019. 
 
 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The next meetings will be on 10 May 2022 at St Margaret’s Church, Womenswold. 

The Ordinary Parish Meeting will start at 6.00pm followed by 
The Annual Village Meeting at 7.00pm. 

 
Light refreshments will be served following the AVM. It was agreed to allow a budget 
of £200. The clerk will investigate prices and report back. 

 
The meeting closed at 7.45pm. 
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