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WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Womenswold Parish Council held an Ordinary Meeting on Tuesday 14 September 
 2021 in St Margaret’s Church, Womenswold 

                                        
   Present:        Cllr I HOBSON – Chairman 
                       Cllr M McKenzie 

                       Cllr J PERRINS 
                       Cllr P SUTCLIFFE 

                       Mrs. V McWILLIAMS Clerk          
                       
PCSO Chloe McLeish County/City Councillor Mike Sole attended the meeting.  

 
There were eight members of the public present. 

 
1 Apologies for Absence 

 
Cllr Brown sent his apologies due to work commitments.  
 

2. Comments from the public. 
 

The public expressed concern about the proposed development of new housing in 
Canterbury and Dover Districts. There is a lot of anxiety regarding the Canterbury 

Local Plan and the large, proposed development plan to expand Aylesham which 
would greatly affect Womenswold Parish. The chairman gave an update of the 
proposals explaining where things stood now. The consultation period in respect of 

the call for sites and comments has now closed. We now wait for the final analysis 
from Canterbury and Dover before knowing anything further. 

 
Two residents from Woolage Village have formed an Action Group to oppose the 
developments. The Chairman thought this was a good idea and encouraged people 

to join the Group.  Cllr Sole advised them that in order to oppose the developments 
the Action Group would need a good deal of funding to employ experts in areas such 

as planning and legal matters.  He suggested that they should start fund raising 
within the community towards this.   

 
Further consultation on the Canterbury proposal will take place in 2022. 
 

3. Report from City/County Councillor Sole 
 

Mike Sole attended the meeting and gave the following update of his activities in July 
& August: 

Parish tours – My walks around the parishes will parish councillors and clerks have 
continued, and I have been pleased to have had meetings in Adisham, Kingston, 
Bossingham, as well as a specific meeting in Littlebourne to review drains and Bridge 

on traffic issues. 
River Stour Internal Drainage Board– I have been appointed by Canterbury City 

Council to the River Stour Internal Drainage Board. 
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Highways Improvement Plans – As well as an on-site meeting with KCC to progress a 
footpath in Bekesbourne from Aerodrome Road to Chalkpit Farm, I have had a HIP progress 

meeting about the status of all 16 parishes. 

Adisham Big Breakfast – I attended the Big Breakfast, which was a tremendous 
success and was kindly provided with a table to discuss issues with residents. I have 

also been to Barham Coffee Stop and I am always pleased to hear about similar 
events going on in the area so that I can meet with people and listen to any issues 

that they wish to discuss. 
PCSO meetings – I have met with the PSCOs covering Little Stour & Adisham and 
Nailbourne Wards. In particular we have discussed what can be done about speeding 

in Littlebourne. 
Covid Recovery Grant – over the last two months I have been delighted to be able 

to assist with grants to Barham Football Club (defibrillator), Adisham Village Hall 
(dishwasher) and Petham PFTA. I am working with several other groups on further 

grants 
Highways England (HE) – I have had productive conversations with HE about 
speed reductions on the A2 near Ileden, Black Robin Lane and Out Elmstead. I was 

also able to arrange for the vegetation on the A2 pavements and bus stops to be cut 
back. 

Drainage – I have followed up nearly 20 drainage issues across the area with the 
KCC drainage team, in particular Bishopsbourne, Adisham and Littlebourne.  

KCC household waste sites – KCC are consulting on the appointment system in 
place at Household Waste Sites www.kent.gov.uk/wasteconsultation 
Canterbury City Council Local Plan – After significant concerns were raised 

about the potential of the emerging Local Plan to include a huge expansion of 
Aylesham into Womenswold Parish, I arranged a meeting in Woolage Village that 

was attended by about 100 residents. 
 
4. Declaration of Interests by Councillors.  

 
There were no notifications by members given of any pecuniary or personal interest 

in items on the agenda. 
 

5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2021 were approved and signed by the 

Chairman; proposed by Cllr Sutcliffe & seconded by Cllr Perrins. 
 

6. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda.  
 

The Clerk had heard from the Caravan Club that they are still to make their decision 
regarding the proposed site in the paddock at the rear of Beggars Roost, Woolage 
Green. 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/wasteconsultation
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Cllr McKenzie reported that the request for “hedgehog” signs for Woolage Village 

have been lodged with the Kent County Council and will be discussed at the next 
review of signs by the Highways Department. 

 
Cllr Perrins reported that the salt bin at Woolage Village is still empty and the one at 

Woolage Green is also low on salt.  The Clerk had contacted KCC, and they will be 
filled during October 2021. 
 

HAGS are still to examine the carousel on the recreation ground at Woolage Village.  
Cllr Perrins asked the Clerk to contact them again. 

 
7.   Finance  
 

Business Current Account 16,472.20 
Savings Account £1,882.55 

Money In  
£250.00 Insurance excess reclaim. 

Money Out 
Clerks Salary (2 months July/August/March x 26 hrs at £10.50 = £273+ 0ffice 
maintenance £80 + Directeds Ltd Newsletter (£74.00 +VAT £2.00) Total £ 76.00 

TOTAL £429.00 
Harmer & Sons Ground maintenance (£716.00 +VAT £143.20) Total £859.20 

Vineyard Garden Centre.  Mowing Church Yard (£232.26 +VAT £46.46) Total 
£278.72 

Total Expenditure £1,566.92 
 
Agreement to approve payment of the expenses was proposed by Cllr McKenzie and 

seconded by Cllr Perrins. 
 

8. Planning/Trees  
 
CA/21/02036 Proposal: Erection of single-storey shelter with seating. 

Woolage Village Recreation Ground, Nethersole Road, Womenswold, Kent. 
Councillors considered the application and there no objections were raised to the 

plans. It was unanimously agreed to fully support the proposal which would do a lot 
for the history of the village.  The clerk will write to CCC. 

  
CA/20/02521 Beggars Roost, Woolage Green. Still awaiting decision. 
CA//21/00426 Fairview. The application has been withdrawn. 

CA/00566 Stone Cottage Granted 
 

9. Highways 
 

There are a few potholes particularly at the junction of Forstal and Firs Road in 
Woolage Village. The Clerk will report them to KCC. 
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10. Environmental Issues 

 
As regards the registration of the Green at Woolage Green, the Clerk had been in 

touch with our solicitor who informed her that the Land Registry are taking several 
months to deal with straightforward applications where there is a transfer of existing 

registered land.  Applications for first registration are taking anything up to 18 
months. The application has been acknowledged, and we must now wait for the 
outcome.  The application has priority from the date that it was submitted. 

 
The ROSPA safety report has been received. The Clerk circulated it to all the 

Councillors.  It was agreed that Cllr Perrins and the clerk would go through it and 
arrange for the necessary repairs to be done. 
 

11.  Canterbury District Neighborhood Plan 
 

The Council discussed producing a Local Plan and it was unanimously agreed that 
the Parish Council would not produce one. It was felt to be too costly and time 

consuming for such a small parish. The Council would need to get professional help 
to set it up and they simply could not afford to do it. 
 

12.  Councilors’ Portfolios    
       

Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC): Nothing to report 
 

Amenities and Welfare: 
The RoSPA report was discussed under item 10.  Nothing further to report. 
 

Roads & Services: Various potholes were reported. The Clerk will contact KCC. 
 

Communication: have been 9,702 hits on the website since the last meeting. The 
Newsletter for Summer 2021 has been published and distributed. 
 

Police Liaison:  Our PCSO Chloe McLeish was at the meeting and advised that no 
crimes have been reported in the area. They continue to patrol hotspot areas for 

nuisance bikes, and she asked that residents continue to report incidents either 
directly to her by email or via 101. 

 
13. General Correspondence  
 

EMAILS sent to all. 

Mike Sole Report 

Household Waste Recycling Centre 
NALC Events 
Community Resilience Emergency Plan 

NALC Newsletter 
Chief Executive Bulletin 

Neighbourhood Plan Chartham 
Police Rural Task Force Report 

Vision Zero Road Safety Strategy Launch 
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PCSO Monthly Report 
 

 
14. AOB 

 
Cllr Hobson reported that he had set up a Facebook page for Womenswold Parish 

Council.   
 
Cllr Perrins advised that she had received comments from several residents within 

the Parish regarding the number of extra poles that Openreach and Vfast have put 
up to provide for fibre broad band going up on the edge of recreation ground at 

Woolage Village.  The poles look unsightly within the rural landscape and there is 
concern that the extra poles may be unnecessary.  The Clerk was asked to contact 
the planning department at Canterbury City Council and Charles Elgar, the agent for 

the landlord of the ground, to find out if the necessary permission had been applied 
for. 

 
15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

Tuesday 9th November at 6.30pm. The venue to be decided. The meeting closed at 
7.45pm 
 

 


