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Serving the communities of Woolage Village,
Womenswold, Woolage Green and Ropersole Park

Fibre Optic Installation Update

T

his has been a very difficult year for all in our Parish. However, there are some areas of
good news and one of these is the installation of Fibre Optic cable to all villages in our
Parish.

Woolage Green. Over a period of two and a half years there has been considerable
progress in the installation of fibre optic cable directly into houses. Two residents of the village
(Ian and Paul) led a project to be part of the Government’s “Rural Gigabit Voucher Scheme”,
which brings fibre optic cable right into the house, giving incredibly fast speeds of up to 1Gb/s
(1000Mb/s). This is known as FTTP (Fibre To The Premises). The bid was successful and
enough residents signed up to the scheme for it to be paid fully, meaning no infrastructure
installation costs to the consumer.
Over the last year, Openreach and their contractors have been working to install the fibre all the
way from the Shepherdswell exchange.

Woolage Village

We are happy to announce that the first resident was connected on 7th of January. The rest will follow over the next
weeks.
The other three villages are going to be serviced via FTTP by VFast, who many of you know well. We have contacted
VFast and they have given us updates as follows:-

Womenswold. Progress is being made in Womenswold. The fibre is already installed just outside the village but VFast
is trying to gain access to the horse field to trench the fibre from the cabinet. Their back up plan is to use the Openreach
infrastructure and their engineers have just completed the training for this. It is not known at this stage whether there will
be an installation charge to customers.

Woolage Village. The cabinet on the edge of the village is live and telegraph poles have been installed (see pic) to
carry the fibre. They are hopeful that customers can be connected by the end of January. VFast inform us that there will
be no connection charge for customers in Woolage Village. Residents in Woolage Village who are interested in joining
this network should go onto the VFast website at www.vfast.co.uk/woolage-village. As VFast has installed the
infrastructure themselves there will not be the opportunity to connect to an alternative Internet Service Provider.
However, they are investigating allowing other Internet Service Providers onto their infrastructure.
All available speeds and costs can be found on the VFast website
Ropersole Park. It is VFast’s intention to provide FTTP services to Ropersole Park from the
Canterbury exchange. However, there have been some problems routing the fibre along part of
the A2. Hopefully this will be resolved by the end of January and customers can be connected. It
is not known at this stage whether there will be an installation charge to customers.

Woolage Green

You may have seen on the news
recently that during the pandemic,
rural areas have been under the
spotlight regarding poor internet
connection as people try to work and
learn from home. When all of the
above has been completed this Parish
will probably be the fastest in Kent.
Certainly the fastest rural Parish.
Some good news in difficult times.

Womenswold Parish Council Newsletter

Woolage Green
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Nuisance motorbikes
There have been numerous reports recently regarding a group of motorbike riders riding off road in a
dangerous manner. They ride on footpaths and in the various woods in the area. Some have number
plates, some do not.
The police service is aware of the situation and ask the public to alert them immediately when they are in the area.
Please email our PCSO Chloe Mcleish at chloe.mcleish@kent.police.uk or phone 101. Try and record number plates
and pass them on to the police.

Bin collection: update by Canterbury City Councillor Mike Sole
On 1st February Canterbury City Council takes the waste collection service back from Serco. For about the
first six months or so, they will be hiring a fleet of vehicles as the current Serco units have not shown to be
very reliable.
A whole new fleet is on order for the autumn 2021.
Current crews and staff will in the main transfer to the new council run service.
The ambition is to offer a better, more adaptable service.
The waste and general service has not been as good as it could have been over Christmas and the New
Year, mainly caused by the Covid Pandemic. It is fair to say there may be further issues in the next few
months.
The council is looking to work with other council/s to try and help each other through this testing time, and
some other services will slip, so they can concentrate on the household waste service.
If waste or recycling bins are missed please do not take them in, leave them out and contact the online
service. There have also been issues with the online system for checking collection dates which will now be
examined.

P

Parish Council Meetings
arish Council meetings are normally held alternately at the Womenswold
Learning Opportunities Centre and The Two Sawyers. They normally
begin at 7pm.

Since the beginning of the Pandemic, our meetings have been held
online using Zoom at 6pm. We have held 3 meetings so far, the last one had 4
households participating. If anyone in the parish wishes to partake in the meeting
they must contact our clerk Val. Members of the public can observe the meetings
and participate at the beginning under item “comments from the public”.
Please see the website www.womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk for all updates.
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 9th March. This may well be another virtual meeting.

Your Councillors
Ian Hobson (Chair)

Communications, Website

ian.hobson49@googlemail.com

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways

maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk

Craig Brown

Kent Association of Local Councils

craig.brown@portshipping.co.uk

Janet Perrins

Amenities & Welfare

janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk

Peter Sutcliffe

Police liaison

peter.sutcliffe@bt.com

Val McWilliams

Clerk to the Council

val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com

01227 832028

Meetings
The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 7.00pm and now alternating between the Womenswold
Learning Centre and the function room at The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green. Members of the Parish are very welcome to
attend these meetings. Always check the website for updates.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 9th March. It may be a virtual meeting. Check website for details.
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Woolage Village
Scarecrow Competition

I

n the summer a scarecrow
competition was held in Woolage
Village.

There really were some fantastic
scarecrows on view in various
gardens around the village.

Swings at Woolage Village
The large set of four swings has finally been replaced
at a cost of £10708. The cost was met mainly from
Viridor Credits but £1784 was contributed by
Womenswold Residents Association and collections at The Two Sawyers.
Thanks to Viridor Credits for
supporting us again.
I am sure you will all agree they are a
great addition to the recreation ground
and I’m sure that once Coronavirus is
subsiding and the weather is getting
better they will be well used.

Below is a screenshot from
Facebook showing the excellent
winning entries.
Congratulations to all those who
made the effort, especially during
these difficult times.

The seats on the set of toddler swings
were bought by the Parish Council and
fitted by volunteers Matt Peacock and
Stuart Richardson.

Posts on Woolage Village
The recreation ground at Woolage
Village has occasionally been the
subject of joyriders in cars who have
entered the ground at the top and have
driven recklessly across the ground,
exiting at the lower end. The Council did
look at installing posts all round but the
cost was prohibitive. The solution was to
install posts at the top end only to
prevent vehicles driving onto the ground.
The cost of installation was £2786 which
was funded by this Parish Council.
If anyone sees any joyriding please phone the police and, if possible, record
the registration plate.

Speed limits: update by Canterbury City Councillor Mike Sole
Last year I surveyed residents in Woolage Village about their views on speed restrictions.
There are no restrictions in the village so it is legal to drive 60mph through the village and along the road that has to be
crossed by children using the recreation area. Below is an progress update.
Womenswold Parish Council has included speed reductions in their Highways Improvement Plan throughout the parish
and this has been submitted to KCC.
The next stage is usually for KCC to meet with the Parish Council to analyse it and examine practicalities, priorities,
likely costs and funding. However, the Covid restrictions have slowed things down.
For new speed limits, the first stage is usually to get traffic speed surveys to assess the current position and to see what
would be needed to introduce a speed limit. KCC is expected to ensure there is reasonable compliance with any new
limit and erecting signing alone will typically reduce average speeds by only 1-2mph so they would need to know if
additional measures are required. They have avoided carrying out traffic surveys since March, due to the reduction in
traffic as a result of the pandemic. This means traffic conditions are not normal as there are typically higher speeds.
However, traffic was slowly returning to normal before Christmas, but the latest lockdown looks likely to affect traffic for
several more months.
Once they have some count data they will be able to assess what work is needed to implement a reduced speed limit
and the likely costs and then identify a funding stream for the Traffic Regulation Order and works.
So, it still early days, but I keep pushing this along in the hope that we can see reductions in speed leading to safer
roads.
Footnote from Womenswold Parish Council: Should the costs of this scheme fall on this council it would be very
difficult to fund. Only the initial survey is free of charge and subsequent surveys and actions may turn out to be very
expensive, running to thousands of pounds.
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St Margaret’s Church, Womenswold
Warmth for Womenswold Project
We are delighted to say that we have finally completed the heating
project in St Margaret’s Church Womenswold. We look forward to giving
you a warm welcome this winter. Firstly, the power supply had to be
upgraded from single phase to 3 phase - this caused us the most
problems and expense. In the nave, we have installed pew heaters
under each pew, (individually controlled), and in the chancel there are 6
halogen wall heaters together with a portable heater for the priest – no
chance of the vestments catching fire now! This has been a challenging
project, taking longer than expected due to various problems. Initially we
had problems with UK Power Networks and then with the faculty
application and planning permission.
When finally all was progressing, we suffered the coronavirus lockdown
at a critical time. We only had 2, 13amp sockets and no lighting in the
church throughout this period, but this was sufficient to maintain the
village’s Internet supply. UK Power Network returned as soon as they
could and finished the work. We were all pleased to say goodbye to the
Calor gas heaters which have been retired after very long service!
We are very grateful to Viridor and all the other funding bodies: All
Churches Trust, Roger de Haan Trust, Garfield Weston Foundation,
Friends of Kent Churches. We are especially grateful to the Friends of St
Margaret’s Church who have worked tirelessly over the years, holding
events, and who raised enough money to enable us to apply for grants
and demonstrating the local support for the project
We are very grateful to all the local people who attended our events, garden parties and concerts. Our next project is
the provision of an accessible toilet and fundraising will start again as soon as we are able.

Update

Last year we successfully completed the project ‘Warmth for Womenswold’. It was very challenging working
around the restrictions for COVID. However we now have a lovely warm church as those who attended
when we managed to be open will have witnessed. This photo shows the last phase of the work when we
were filling in the trench ( for the electricity supply) with top soil kindly donated by James. We look forward
to enjoying the heating as soon as we are able to with services, talks and concerts. We are very grateful to
everybody who supported us with fundraising especially the Friends of Womenswold Church. Our next
project will be installing a toilet.
During the current state of the pandemic the church will be closed, however services will either be zoomed
or ‘on line’. Please see the Barham Downs Benefice Website for details.

Website

Litter

The Council website is
womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk

Thanks to everyone who turned out
for the latest official litter pick on
Sunday 29th March.

So far the website has had 8562
hits since its inception. Always
check for meeting dates, agendas
etc. If you have any suggestions/
photographs contact
ian.hobson49@googlemail.com

It is a constant blight on our Parish
that we need to regularly pick up
litter.
We as a council organise a litter pick
and this year is likely to be sometime
in May. It is difficult to insure
however, as all roads in our Parish
have a 60mph speed limit. That
coupled with Coronavirus has made
Council organised picks difficult.
Several people have been collecting
litter on an Ad Hoc basis. Please if
you go out on a walk, consider
taking a bag and collecting some of
the litter. Every bit helps.
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This is just some of the litter collected in March

Fly Tipping and Pot holes
Please keep reporting both of these
online:

For Fly Tipping
www.canterbury.gov.uk/flytipping

For Pot Holes
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/
report-a-problem
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