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WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Womenswold Parish Council held a Virtual Zoom Meeting on Tuesday 12th January 

2021. 
                                        

   Taking part:   Cllr I HOBSON – Chairman 
                       Cllr M MCKENZIE- Vice- Chairman 
                       Cllr J PERRINS 

                       Cllr P SUTCLIFFE 
                       CLLR C BROWN 

                       Mrs. V McWILLIAMS Clerk 
 
      City Cllr MIKE SOLE 

      County Cllr MICHAEL NORTHEY   
 

1 Apologies for Absence 
 There were no apologies for absence. 

 
2. Comments from the public. 
 6 members of the public joined the meeting. 

  
The public were present to stress how firmly opposed they   were to application 

(CA/20/02521) for Beggars Roost, Woolage Green for change of use of existing 
detached garage/home office building to a holiday let comprising of two units. 

They expressed their wish that the Parish Council should write again to the Planning 
& Development Team at CCC and let them know how strongly the feelings were 
expressed at the meeting. The Clerk will write to CCC. 

3. Councillors Reports 
 

Cllr Michael Northey attended the meeting and reported that the police have been 
given extra powers to clamp lorry drivers who park illegally.  
 

Kent have now opened a free asymptomatic testing centre in Canterbury at Sidney 
Cooper Gallery, 22-23 St Peter's Street, Canterbury CT1 2BQ. If anyone had any 

problems, they could ring the helpline 03000 41 92 92. 
The Roll out Vaccines have now started in Kent. 

 
City Cllr Mike Sole also attended the meeting and said that COVID-19 is again having 
an impact on refuse collection staff which means that some other work like non-

urgent fly tipping removal may have to wait a little longer.  
 

There is a significant planning application further along the Elham Valley for 
permanent static caravans near The Palm Tree. Although it is just in Folkestone & 

Hythe District it could significantly impact residents in Nailbourne Ward as well as 
being visually unacceptable in the AONB. He is in contact with councillors from FHDC 
and Elham PC about this.  
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4. Declaration of Interests by Councillors.  

There was no notification by members given of any pecuniary or personal interest in 
items on the Agenda. 

 
5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 November 2020 were approved but not 
signed; proposed by Cllr McKenzie & seconded by Cllr Perrins. 
 

6. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda.  
Cllr Perrins questioned whether HAGS have carried out their inspection of the 

carousel orbiter on the recreation ground.  The clerk has not heard anything from 
them, but she will contact them again. 
 

Cllr Perrins noted that the bollards had been erected on the recreation ground at 
Woolage Village.  The meeting agreed that they look very good and will hopefully 

prevent vehicles driving onto the grass. 
 

7.   Finance 
Business Current Account £10,895.60 
Community Account £1,882.45 

Money Out 
Val McWilliams Clerks Salary (2 months November/December 

 x 26 hrs at £10.50 = £273+ 0ffice maintenance £80  
Zoom Two meetings Nov 2020 & Jan 2021 (£23.98 + VAT £4.80 Total £28.78 

Stationary (£30.06 +VAT 7.00 + delivery charge £4.95 Total £ 42.01 
Total £423.79 
KALC Honorarium Payment Canterbury KALC Secretary £30.00 

Harmer & Sons Ground Maintenance £160.80 
Elgars, Ground Rent Woolage Village Recreation Ground £14.00, 

AMS Ground Works (£2,330 +VAT £466.00) Total £2,796.00 
TOTAL £3,424.59 

 
Agreement to approve payment of the expenses due was proposed by Cllr Sutcliffe; 
seconded by Cllr Hobson. 

 
8. Planning/Trees  

CA/20/02831 | First-floor side extension. Northdene Cottage, Woolage Green Road 
Woolage Green Canterbury Kent CT4 6SF Closure date for comments 22 January 

2021. The Parish Council discussed the application and there were no objections to 
the plans from any of the Councillors. The Clerk will write and let the Planning 
Department at CCC know. 

 
CA/20/02521Change of use of existing detached garage/home office building to a 

holiday let comprising two units. Beggars Roost, Woolage Green, Canterbury CT4 
6SF. Clerk has written to the Planning Department at CCC and we now await the 
decision. 

 
As regards the separate issue also at this location of opening a caravan park in the 

rear paddock, we are still waiting to hear if the Caravan Club will approve of the site 
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to re-introduce caravans, they will let us know at the end of February. The clerk has 
written to the Caravan Club to advise of the Parish Council concerns regarding access 

and nuisance to residents. 
 

Ca/20/01235 Two-storey side extension Single-storey front extension detached 
garage following demolition of garage. 20 Nethersole Road Womenswold, Canterbury 

CT4 6SJ Granted. 
 
9. Highways 

Cllr McKenzie has been in contact with Highways regarding speed limits to get a 
quote before continuing with anything further: 

 
A site visit with KCC officers would be free. 
Speed surveys £400 per site (each village) 

Approximately cost of proceeding 
With speed limit reduction   £8-9,000 

 
During the site visit the officers would look at other possible measures which may 

assist in speed reduction. 
 
It was reported that the road markings between Forstal and Firs Road crossroads 

had faded. The Clerk will ask Highways to redo them.  
 

10.  Environmental Issues 
The purchase of the Goal Post for Woolage Village recreation ground was discussed. 

It was agreed by all to go ahead and purchase one from Net World Sports at a cost 
of (£1,120.78 + VAT £224.16) =Total £1,344.96. Cllr Perrins offered to store it in her 
garage if necessary until it was convenient to put it up on the recreation ground. 

  
11.  Councilors’ Portfolios    

       
Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC): Nothing to report 
 

Amenities and Welfare:  Cllr Perrins reported moles on the recreation ground at 
Woolage Village again. The Clerk will contact Pest Control Management and ask 

them to deal with them and to inspect the Church Yard at the same time. 
 

The meeting agreed that any repairs needed to equipment on the recreation ground 
as recommended by RoSPA will be dealt with in the spring. 
 

Roads & Services; Nothing further to report. 
 

Communication: – Website – The site was still receiving many hits 8523 up to 
date. Cllr Hobson stated that he would be sending the draft newsletter out in the 

next few days.   
 
Police Liaison: - Cllr Sutcliffe is now receiving the police reports. There still 

reporting problems with nuisance motorbikes which they are following up. 
 

12.  General Correspondence  
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Countryside Voice 
Discover your Countryside. 

Fieldwork 
Countryside Voices 

 
EMAILS sent to all Kent Police Rural Task Forum Report 

Scam Alert 
Local Plan Issues - update on Local Plan 
Mike Sole Report 

NALC Chief Executive Bulletin 
KALC area Meeting  

Vaccination Programme 
City Council Consultations 
Police Report 

 
All correspondence has been distributed to Councillors. 

 
13. AOB 

Regarding the Oak Tree in Wick Lane the Clerk has still had no response from Mr Bayly 
the owner of the woodland. We are still receiving concerns from residents about the 
danger of it falling. 

 
Cllr Perrins has spoken to the woodman who looks after the woodland on behalf of the 

owner who said he would look at it and cut it back if necessary. He also advised that 
he would make Mr Bayly aware of the issue. 

 
A member off the public present expressed her concern about the oak tree. She had 
taken photos of the tree which she will send to the Clerk to forward to CCC.  When 

the photographs have been received the clerk will contact CCC to obtain their advice 
on how the Parish Council should proceed with this matter. 

 
Motor bikes are still causing problems and the PCSO is aware of this and are keeping 
an eye out for any further signs of them. They ask if anyone sees a motor bike to try 

and get a registration number. 
 

The meeting discussed the issue of the Asset of Community Value on The Two 
Sawyers, Woolage Green.  The ACV has been activated since the last meeting in 

November 2020 with a deadline for interest of 27 December 2020.  It was felt that it 
should be minuted that the Parish Council did not take the matter any further as we 
were assured by the owners that the business is being sold as a going business concern 

as a public house. 
 

Cllr Perrins reported that the Litter Pick had gone well despite the difficulties and 
restrictions on getting about. Residents are being helpful in collecting litter as they go 

on their daily walks. 
 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

Tuesday 9 March 2021 at 6.00pm 
 

Meeting ended 7.00pm 


