Womenswold Parish Council

Summer 2019

Serving the communities of Woolage Village,
Womenswold, Woolage Green and Ropersole Park

Woolage Village Recreation Ground Updates

N

ow that summer is here we can once again enjoy our many outdoor spaces. The recreation ground at
Woolage Village has had considerable work carried out by Council appointed contractors and also by
volunteers. We would like to thank all who have helped improve the recreation ground and watch this space as
we hope more improvements are afoot. Most of these improvements have been made as a result of our annual
ROSPA inspection which highlighted various safety issues.

The carousel base has been levelled,
improvements to the edge of the green
carried out and also improvements to
the climbing frame. This was all carried
out on a volunteer day by the company
Amey organised by Matt Ansell. Many
thanks to all who were involved.

The memorial bench has been repaired
and refurbished by Brian Martin. Many
thanks Brian.

The ramp and rope have been fixed by
contractor Jamie Cole.
Children enjoying the Easter Egg
Hunt, organised by the Residents
Association.

The swings are our target for the next
improvement. Money has been raised by
donations and also by the Womenswold
Residents Association. See elsewhere for
the Quiz Night.
There is a Facebook page for the
Residents Association. Search
“Womenswold Residents”
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The Council is currently bidding to Viridor
for funds to complete the project.
Hopefully we will hear soon if our bid has
been successful.
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Archbishop’s Visit
Members of St Margaret’s Church,
Wymynswold, were delighted that His
Grace, Justin Welby, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, wished to attend our normal
Sunday service on 3rd February. He led the
service together with our Vicar, Revd Stefan
Thomas.
After the service he enjoyed coffee & cake
while he chatted with members of the
congregation. Our Churchwardens, Diane
Ansell & Marilyn Lewis are seen here
photographed with him.

Parish Council meetings
Dates are all published on the Council website
www.womwnswoldparishcouncil.co.uk
Here are the dates for the coming year. All begin at 7pm and are held alternately at
either the Function Room at The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green, or the Learning
Opportunities Centre at Womenswold
Dates are:10th September, Woolage Green:
12th November, Womenswold:
12th January Woolage Green
10th March, Womenswold
12th May, Woolage Green. Council meeting 7pm followed by the Annual Village Meeting.

Snowdown Male Voice
Choir
A huge thank you to everybody who
came to hear the Snowdown
Colliery Welfare Male Voice Choir,
conducted by Michael Lewis, who is
handing over the baton after 22
years (see opposite).
It was a wonderful evening, with a
full church and a very appreciative
audience.
For once we had a lovely warm
evening, and it was a delight to have
drinks and nibbles in the
Churchyard.
Thanks to those who helped with
the car parking, provided the
nibbles and generally helped on the
evening.

We raised a total of £637, which will
go towards the heating of the
church

Annual Village Meeting

Vacancy
In May of this year Adrian Wicken decided not to stand for re-election
to the Council. This Council wishes to thank Adrian for all his hard work
during the last 4 years.
We are now one Councillor short and would like someone to step
forward and volunteer. The commitment is to 6 meeting per year, every
other month, usually the second Tuesday.
Currently there is no representation from Ropersole Park. If anyone from Ropersole
Park is interested in joining the Council please contact our Clerk Val McWilliams.

Thanks to everyone who attended the
Annual Village Meeting on 28th May. The
meeting followed the Annual Meeting of
the Council.
We decided to try and make the meeting
more informal in the function room at
The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green. As a
result we had a good turnout and
enjoyed the refreshments after. Thanks
to Brenda for providing the refreshments.

Your Councillors
Ian Hobson (Chair)

Communications, Website

ian.hobson49@googlemail.com

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways

maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk

Craig Brown

Kent Association of Local Councils

craig.brown@portshipping.co.uk

Janet Perrins

Amenities & Welfare

janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk

Vacancy

Police liaison

Val McWilliams

Clerk to the Council

val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com

01227 832028

Meetings
The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 7.00pm and now alternating between the Womenswold
Learning Centre and the function room at The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green. Members of the Parish are very welcome to
attend these meetings. Always check the website for updates.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 10th September 2019 7pm in the function room at The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green
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Open Gardens

Jazz Evening

T

he recent Jazz
Evening was a
sell out with
people on a reserve
list!
The Langdon
Jazzmen
entertained us once
again with their
wide repertoire of
traditional jazz,
with a guest
appearance by Richard Ansell. Everyone enjoyed the music, the wine and nibbles and it was
wonderful that we made of profit of £388, which will go towards our heating fund for the
church. Thanks to everyone who supported us.

Three gardens were opened in
Womenswold on Wednesday 3rd
July for visitors.
Teas and homemade cakes were
served in a garden and everybody
enjoyed wandering around the
village and visiting the Church.

We look forward to seeing you at future events.

£282 was
raised for
the heating
fund for St
Margaret’s
Church.

Maggie McKenzie Membership Secretary, Friends of St Margaret’s Church

Meet the Resident
Mike Lewis is about to retire from his post as Musical Director
of the Snowdown Male Voice Choir, a post he has held for the
last 22 years. He retired from teaching in 1997 after a long
career as music teacher and Head of Music, finally at Simon
Langton Grammar School for Boys. Straight after his retirement
he was approached to direct the Snowdown Choir where he
has been conducting ever since.
Mike had an early interest in music, beginning at age 7 singing
in a Church Choir. He went on to study music and whilst
studying at the Royal College of Organists he received a top
award for obtaining the highest mark in a practical exam. When
meeting him he admitted his passion for composing and he is
looking forward to involving himself more in this in the future.
The Snowdown Choir has been highly successful, achieving
many awards. It started out as a Choir linked with the many
Welsh miners who worked in the mine at Snowdown. Recently
the Choir has toured Wales in a “Back to Roots” tour,
performing in many events and locations, together with a
number of famous Welsh Choirs.
Mike is married to Marylin and has lived in Kent all his life and
has lived in Womenswold for the last 39 years. They have one daughter who now lives in New
Zealand. One of Mike’s interests, outside of music, is making video documentaries. He has had a
passion for the East Kent Heritage Railway and over the period 1989 to 1999 filmed extensive
documentaries of the initial development of the project.

Quiz Night
A very successful Quiz Night was held in The Two Sawyers on 13th
April.
The event was organised by the newly re-vamped Residents
Association. The Chair is now Alan James (on the left in the pic).
The quiz was skilfully organised by first timers Wes Miller and Lee
Collins. A total of £287 was raised for the Residents Association.
Thanks to all who attended this packed event.
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Defibrillator Update
All four of our defibrillators are now in position. In Woolage Green the defibrillator is complete and
working. Also the phone box has been cleaned and painted, thanks to volunteers Adrian and Ian
and paint supplied by BT.
In Ropersole Park the defibrillator is inside the community gates. It is complete and working.
Should anyone need to use it, but is outside the gate, there are instructions on how to access it.
In Womenswold the defibrillator is on the wall of the Learning Opportunities Centre. This one is up
and running but needs some additional electrical work.
In Woolage Village the defibrillator has been kindly erected by Mr Heathcote on the boundary of
his house, opposite the Recreation Ground. This one is not functional yet as it need an electrical
connection. The Council is organising this and it should be up and running soon.
Despite raising all the funds to buy the defibrillators the Council has relied on volunteers to install
them. Thank you to them for all the hard work, in particular Sherif Sherifali and Stuart Richardson.
We are organising defibrillator training in the autumn. Date is yet to be decided.

Litter Pick

The four defibrillators: top left, Woolage
Green. Top Centre, Woolage Village. Top
Right, Ropersole Park. Below, Womenswold.

Thanks to everyone
who helped in the litter
pick on Sunday 24th
March.
The turnout was
excellent and a
considerable amount of
rubbish was collected in
all parts of our Parish.
The pictures are just
part of the haul, from
Womenswold and
Woolage Village.
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