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Womenswold Parish Council 

Serving the communities of Woolage Village, 

Womenswold, Woolage Green and Ropersole Park Winter 2019 

Lighting the Beacon 

T 
hanks to everyone who attended the lighting of the 

beacon on Sunday 11th November at 7pm. The beacon 

was lit to commemorate the ending of the First World 

War 100 years ago, and was coordinated nationally.  

As you may appreciate our beacon is in a particularly difficult 

position so thank you all for cooperating with the                   

arrangements. Thanks also to Martin and Stuart Richardson for 

organising the lighting of the beacon. 

The commemoration was inspired by a comment made on 3rd     

August 1914 by Britain’s 

Foreign Minister,             

Sir Edward Gray. 

He was looking out of his 

office window at dusk as gas lights were being lit along 

London’s Mall when he remarked to a friend, “The 

lamps are going out all over Europe; we shall not see 

them lit again in our lifetime.” 

Our country was about to be plunged into the darkness 

of the First World War, and it would be four long years 

before Britain and Europe would again experience the 

light of peace. 

In remembrance of the end of the war and the millions 

who were killed or came home dreadfully wounded, 

Beacons of Light were lit around the country at 7pm on 

11th November 2018. 

Beacon Safety 
Whilst organising the lighting of the 
beacon we were made aware that it 
could pose a risk as it has been in 
place for many years and is          
potentially unstable. 

As a result, the Council organised a 
risk assessment of the Beacon. The 
Tree Surgeon who carried out the 
risk assessment will dig a small 
trench round the base of the pole to 
check that the wood is healthy. He 
will also check the structure at the top 
as it is so heavy. This will be 
achieved by use of a platform. 

Lorry Parking 
The area next to the Beacon has been coned off to prevent lorry parking. We have 

borrowed cones from Bishopsbourne Parish Council and so far they have remained 

and prevented the parking of lorries. 

We have won a bid to     

permanently redevelop this 

site, with permanent    

wooden posts and topsoil to 

fill the area in so that it can 

be seeded. We hope to 

begin work on this during 

March/April of this year. 
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Your Councillors 

Ian Hobson (Chair)  Communications, Website   ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways      maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk 

Craig Brown   Kent Association of Local Councils craig.brown@portshipping.co.uk 

Janet Perrins    Amenities & Welfare     janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk 

Adrian Wicken   Police liaison     adrianwicken@aol.com 
 

Val McWilliams   Clerk to the Council  val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com 01227 832028  

Meetings 

The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 7.00pm and now alternating between the Womenswold 

Learning Centre and the Function Room at The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green. Members of the Parish are very welcome to 
attend these meetings. Always check the website for updates. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 19th March 2019 7pm in the Function Room of The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green 

Elections May 2019 

In May 
(date to 
be       
decided) 
2019 
elections 
will take 
place to elect five    
members to the 
Womenswold Parish 
Council. 
 
All current members will 
be eligible for 
re-election alongside any 
members of the        
community. If you wish 
to be put forward for 
election please contact 
the Clerk to the Council 
(see below). 

Messages from Kent Police 

Protecting your home 
Ensure doors and windows are secure before leaving your property 

Keep keys, cash and expensive items out of view 

Use timer switches on lights and radios to make your home look occupied 

Keep gates locked and boundaries secure 

Lock away bikes, tools and garden items that could be stolen or used to break in.  

You can also: 
Security-mark items including bicycles, smartphones and laptops 

Keep receipts and serial numbers safe 

Photograph and insure expensive or unique items 

Register important items for free at www.immobolise.com. This can help us return them to 

you if they are stolen and then recovered. 

 Police Contacts 
There is be a dedicated rural officer on duty every day. To make contact  with the rural team 

easier there is a dedicated phone number for our area as below. 

East Division  07980 978202 (Canterbury, Ashford, Dover/Folkestone, Thanet, Shepway) 

Pc Dan Perry, Pc Tim Moody, PC Richard (Harry) Callaghan, PC Michael Sutton, Inspector 

Dave Smith 07800 675376 

Sgt Darren Walshaw 07870 252185, Rural Crime Coordinator Doug Robertson 07972 

004578     

Woolage Village Swings 

T 
he Council has committed to replacing the old swings on the recreation ground. As 
part of this we are making a bid for lottery funding very soon. We are also obtaining 
fresh quotes for various options. To replace the swings will be very expensive as it 
includes groundworks to make the swings safe. 

In addition to the above we are concentrating our 
fund raising efforts towards the swings. Colin and 
Nic, from Woolage Village, successfully completed 
“Stoptober” and in doing so raised the princely 
sum of £720. Before Christmas, the Residents 
Association organised a carol singing evening in 
The Two Sawyers. Thanks to Brenda for providing 
mince pies and mulled wine, and Colin for providing 
the music. This event raised an additional £100 
towards the swings. The Council is also             
investigating goal posts on the recreation ground, 
as some of our younger members have requested. 

Scenes from the Carol Singing in The Two Sawyers 

http://www.immobolise.com/


 

Womenswold Parish Council Newsletter         Winter 2019 

Meet the Resident 

I 
n this issue we meet Alan James, who has lived in the same house in Woolage Village for 42 years. Alan was born in 

Canterbury, then lived in Aylesham and then Woolage Village. His father was a miner (a deputy) and Alan can be 

seen here with his father’s safety lamp, an essential tool in the 

quest to detect gas in the mines. 
 

At first Alan worked on building sites but eventually joined Snowdown 

Colliery in 1974, working at the pit top. His job was in the coal          

preparation plant, washing the coal and making briquettes out of the 

coal dust. Following this he worked in the main control room             

monitoring water and gas leaks and also taking care of the four         

canaries, which were used to detect leaks. Snowdown mine closed in 

1987 and Alan was the last person 

to leave the site as he looked after 

security etc. After the mine closed 

he worked for Vincent’s fruit farm, 

overseeing the foreign fruit        

pickers under the Concordia      

system. 
 

Alan is now retired but is very active, having run the London Marathon (2009),      

competed in many road races and he enjoys fishing, beating, walking his dog and  

gardening. Alan has now taken on the chair of the Womenswold Parish Residents             

Association which he has been involved in for the last 18 years. An Easter Egg hunt is planned and also the traditional 

Boule and Barbeque in 2019. 
 

Alan has been married to Lavina for 43 years and has 3 children, 6 grandchildren and a great grandchild. 

Alan on the bench in Woolage Village which he recently re-furbished 

Our Environment 

Litter Pick 

Please volunteer and help us to keep our parish free of litter. We will 

be having a litter pick on Sunday 24th March. Just turn up at your 

village notice board at 10am. All you need are stout boots and some 

gloves. We will provide Hi-vis jackets and litter pickers plus bags. The 

picture is of just some of the rubbish we collected last year.  
 

Pot Holes 

Please report any potholes on the Kent County Council website. This 

is the best way to report potholes. www.kent.gov.uk and search “report a fault” 
 

Fly Tipping 

Report any fly tipping or dumped rubbish on the Canterbury City Council website www.canterbury.gov.uk and search 

“report flytipping” 
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DEFIBRILLATORS 
 

The            
defibrillator at 
Woolage 
Green is fully 
functional as is 
the one at 
Ropersole 
Park. Whilst 
the defibrillator 

at Ropersole Park is              
operational, some works are 
required to complete the      
installation.  
 

The remaining two at   
Womenswold and Woolage   
Village have still to be erected. 
The Clerk to the Council is 
seeking quotes from            
contractors to install these    
defibrillators. 

Volunteering for Dementia. 

Do you have administrative or 

secretarial skills? 

We are looking for a friendly face to join our team of 

Volunteers to support people living with a diagnosis of 

dementia. The Forget-Me-Nots is a dynamic group of 

around 20 people with dementia living in Canterbury 

and the surrounding areas. They meet on the second 

Friday of every month in Thannington to discuss issues 

around dementia, for example raising awareness and 

advising the local mental health trust on service        

development and provision and patient information. 
 

We are looking for volunteers to help with some       

administrative duties such as; taking minutes in the 

meetings, writing them up, sending information to the 

Forget-me-Nots and some telephone work. 
 

Perhaps you know someone living with dementia?   

Perhaps you are currently looking to return to work but 

need some experience? Perhaps you are retired but 

keen to help others? Perhaps you are a 

student…..or a parent at home? We would love to 

speak with you and discuss the opportunities for you to 

work with us. 

For an informal chat or further information please don’t hesitate to call me on 07392 272927 or email 

me at clare.streeter@kmpt.nhs.uk 

Interested in Volunteering? Two Opportunities 

Friends of St Margarets Church 
The Friends of St Margaret’s Church are currently raising funds for improving the 

lighting and heating in the Church, which will allow more events to be held in the 

winter. 
 

FRIDAY, 8 FEBRUARY 2019, 7.30pm 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES CENTRE, WOMENSWOLD 

JAZZ EVENING 

We are delighted that the Langton Jazz Men have agreed to play for us again.   

This is a great evening, when the school room is transformed into a jazz club. 

There are just a few tickets left 

Admission £10.00 (£8.00 for Friends) to include light refreshments 

To reserve tickets contact Maggie on 01227 831414 

or email maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk  
 

SNOWDOWN MALE VOICE CHOIR GALA CONCERT, 1 JUNE, WOMENSWOLD 

CHURCH.  Further details to follow. 

 Membership is £15 for a family, £12 single - and if you would like to become a 

member, let us know! 

Maggie - Membership Secretary 

mailto:clare.streeter@kmpt.nhs.uk
mailto:maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk

