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Womenswold Parish Council 

Serving the communities of Woolage Village, 

Womenswold, Woolage Green and Ropersole Park Winter 2018 

Womenswold Residents Association events 
The annual Boules and BBQ afternoon took place on 10th September. Rain persisted until lunchtime, which nearly led 
to the event being cancelled. However, the weather relented and some convivial souls turned out. The tournament 
went ahead and after much (mainly inaccurate) “bouling”, the victors were Imelda Rendell and Pat Wale. Pat being 
the most appropriate winner as the trophy bears the name of her late husband Peter. 
 

In October, another tournament was held, this time to find 
the conker champion. A flexible approach to the normal rules 
for playing conkers was taken, all of which led to much       
enjoyment, with Craig Brown crowned as champion. 
 

We sang Christmas Carols in the Two Sawyers on 19th        
December, and are grateful to Colin Wooldridge for being our 
organist.  
Funds from all these events were donated to the Parish   
Council's defibrillator fund. 

Scenes from the 

Boule and  

Barbeque     

afternoon. On 

the left, the   

winners:- Imelda 

Rendell and Pat 

Wale 

Woolage Village Signs
You may have noticed new signs indicating “No horse riding” and “No kite flying”. The reasons for these are as follows. 
 

Kite flying

Each year there is a safety inspection of Woolage Village recreation ground which is necessary as there is play      

equipment for children. ROSPA inspect the area annually and report back their findings. They informed the  Council in 

the July 2017 report to “Install ‘No Kite Flying’ signs near and around the area due to hazard of cables”. We are 

obliged to respond to this and have now installed the signs.

Horse riding 

As you may know the Council does not own the recreation ground at Woolage Village, unlike Woolage Green which it 

does own and is also a designated and registered Village Green. The recreation ground at Woolage Village is managed 

for the owners by Elgars Estate Agents. The Council pays a fee of £14 per annum to the agent for use of the land for 

recreational purposes. The agents of the estate have informed us that there is to be no horse riding on the recreation 

ground, which is why we have placed the signs. 

The cost of the signs was £8.97 in total and installation was free courtesy of volunteers. 
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Your Councillors 

Ian Hobson (Chair)  Communications, Website   ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways      maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk 

Craig Brown   Kent Association of Local Councils craig.brown@portshipping.co.uk 

Janet Perrins    Amenities & Welfare     janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk 

Adrian Wicken   Police liaison     adrianwicken@aol.com 
 

Val McWilliams   Clerk to the Council  val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com 01227 832028  

Meetings 

The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 7.00pm and now alternating between the Womenswold 

Learning Centre and the function room at The Two Sawyers, Woolage Green. Members of the Parish are very welcome to 
attend these meetings. Always check the website for updates. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 13th March 2018 7pm in The Learning Opportunities Centre, Womenswold 

Beacon Lighting 

O 
n Sunday 11th November 2018 we will be    

lighting our beacon as part of the “Battle’s Over” 

tribute following the end of the First World War. 

This commemoration was inspired by a       

comment made on 3rd August 1914 by Britain’s Foreign 

Minister, Sir Edward Grey. 

He was looking out of his office window at dusk as gas 

lights were being lit along London’s Mall when he remarked 

to a friend, “The lamps are going out all over Europe; we 

shall not see them lit again in our lifetime.” 

Our country was about to be plunged into the darkness of the First World War, 

and it would be four long years before Britain and Europe would again        

experience the light of peace. 

In remembrance of the end of the war and the millions who were killed or 

came home dreadfully wounded, Beacons of Light will be lit around the country 

at 7pm on 11th November 2018. 

Police Information 

There have been two important       
updates made to the Kent Police     
website recently. 

The public can now report crimes and 
incidents as well as non-injury road 
traffic collisions ONLINE directly to 
them through their website 
(www.kent.police.uk). Once a report is 
made online, the user will receive a 
unique reference number and a return 
email confirming receipt. 

The Police are promoting both as a 
test/pilot at this stage. At the end of 
each form is the opportunity for the 
public making a report to give feedback 
on using the forms.  

The overall aim is to provide another 
choice for how the public can report 
crime or incidents as well as try to   
reduce the number of people calling 
101 on non-urgent issues that could 
easily be dealt with through digital  
contact (which increasingly a lot of  
people prefer and have asked us to 
provide).  

PCSO 

Our new PCSO is Gavin Dodwell. Any 
non emergency issues should be      
reported to him at:- 
gavin.dodwell@kent.pnn.police.uk 
Or online—see above. 

 

Fly Tipping 
The Council has made a bid to install 
portable CCTV units at various fly     
tipping hotspots.  
We are also seeking signs to deter 
littering at hotspots “Take your litter 
home” and suchlike. 

Public Footpath 
Many of you will have noticed the 

new fence blocking off the public 

footpath near Woolage Village (see 

photo). The Council is fully aware 

of this and the matter has been 

reported to Kent County Council’s 

Public Rights of Way (PROW) 

team. We understand they have 

visited the site and are               

investigating. 

Volunteers? 

It has been almost two years since the 

village signs were painted by volunteers. 

Some are in need of cleaning and if any 

volunteers would like to help by cleaning 

or “adopting” a sign it would be much 

appreciated. 

http://www.kent.police.uk
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Items for this newsletter please send to ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Council Funds 

Please note that the Council has very limited funds to deal with issues which arise. This 

year we have had to pay an extra bill of £1394.79 for the Parish Council election. We do 

hope we can maintain our levels of grass cutting etc but hope you understand if we are 

unable to. 

Country Eye App 

Please note that despite advertising this app to report fly    

tipping etc in the Winter 2017 issue of this newsletter, I have 

been told by SERCO at Canterbury City Council that they do 

not use this app. I phoned them to report a fly tipping incident 

and mentioned that I had no response from previous reporting 

on Country Eye. I was told that SERCO do not use this app but 

instead report as normal either by phone or on their web 

page. Just use your favourite search engine and search “Canterbury City Council Fly 

Tipping”. You will be directed to the reporting page and can upload photos etc.  

 

The Wildflower Patch on Woolage Green 

Two years ago we won a grant to improve the green at Woolage green. As part of 

this a large section of wildflower turf was purchased and installed by a group of  

enthusiastic volunteers. Since then we have been very disappointed with the    

results and have been in discussion with the suppliers. We are going to leave the 

patch for another year to see how it fares. We will ask our grass cutting contractor 

to clear the nettles behind the patch. 

Litter Pick 
Its time for our 

annual spring 

clean. Please 

help us to 

clear our 

beautiful    

parish of    

unsightly litter 

and rubbish. The date we have set 

is Sunday 25th March. If you 

would like to volunteer then please 

meet by the notice board in your 

village at 10am on that day. Litter 

picking tools will be provided. All 

help will be welcome. 

Roads and Services 

Beacon 
The area by the beacon (see photo) is 
still causing concern, as  highlighted in 

the last two newsletters. We have now 
been informed by KCC Highways that 
the land is owned by KCC.  As such any 
work carried out, ie installing posts to 
prevent parking, has to be carried out 
by a KCC approved contractor and not 
by volunteers. We have now obtained 
two quotes and are seeking a third but 
the cost of   improving this area is in 
the region of £5000 to £6000. Clearly 
this is money we do not have. We will 
therefore be trying to seek grant   
funding to carry out the work. 
 

Roundabout 
We understand that work will begin in 
the spring to construct the roundabout 
on the other side of the flyover above 
the A2. This should improve the traffic 
flow from the Aylesham direction. 
 

Pot Holes 
Now that the weather is improving (at 
least in theory!) we would urge you all 
to report pot holes. This can be done 
on the KCC website. You can simply 
mark on a map the pothole. If the  
pothole has already been reported it is 
indicated. 

 

We have now    
purchased the four 
defibrillators (see 
one in the photo). 
Thanks to everyone 
who helped raise 
funds. Also thanks 
to a recent         
donation of £500 
from the Rapid  

Relief Team. This organisation is run by  
volunteers to support local communities. 
William   Deacon, the local team leader, is 
seen presenting the cheque. 
The defibrillators will be installed by       
volunteers in each village in the spring. 

 
Defibrillators 

Check out our website at www.womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk 

So far it has received 4203 hits 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiOw5Cvg9rYAhXMJsAKHQXLDXcQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.parrs.co.uk%2Fkids-litter-picking-kit-p3711&psig=AOvVaw119GAsWBzl0ke0HrnsnTth&ust=1516107658212585
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A ‘wonderful evening’ in Womenswold church 

On Saturday 14th October we were     

royally entertained by the Shepway  

Singers. The programme entitled ‘A Tint 

of Autumn’ was varied, ranging from  

folksongs such as ‘Dashing Away With A 

Smoothing Iron’, performed in the choir’s 

unique style, an entirely appropriate 

piece by David Brubeck, telling of an  

interesting conflict between two    

churches, to more serious, but equally 

absorbing pieces. Without doubt,      

however, the jewel in the evening’s crown was a work by Michael Lewis entitled 

‘Six Songs of Reflection,’ which are dedicated to the memory of his late uncle who 

had died in the First World War at the age of 19 years, 7 months. 

Michael had selected from over one hundred poems some that reflected different 

aspects of war. With difficulty, he whittled these down to just six and then wrote 

music for each. The emotion that each piece evoked was clear to see both within 

the audience and the choir itself.  

As the evening drew to a close, Stefan commented that WE were the privileged 

ones to be the audience that witnessed this special premier performance. 

Jan Roberts 

On Saturday 2nd September everyone had a wonderful afternoon in Diane and 
Richard's lovely 
garden in 
Woolage 

Green, eating delicious cakes, and being entertained 
by the music played by Richard and his friends.  And 
to top it all, the sun shone throughout the           
afternoon! Over 100 people came and a profit of 
£600 was made which will go towards improving the 
heating in the Church. 
 

Many thanks to everybody who came, those who 
made cakes and generally helped by providing the 
chairs, tables and gazebos. 

Future Events 

Womenswold Village 

Jazz Evening at Womenswold 
School 
Back by popular request, ‘The 
Langton Jazzmen’ will be performing 
again in Womenswold School on the 
9th February 7.30pm for 8.00pm. 
Tickets are available in advance 
from Marilyn 01227 831208, and are 
£10 (£8 for Friends) and will include 
a drink and nibbles.  There will be a 
limited number available at the door 
so  booking is advised.  The concert 
is in aid of the Friends of  Womens-
wold Church, heating project.  
 

WOMENSWOLD OPEN GARDENS  
The gardens in Womenswold will be 
open again this year under the 
National Gardens Scheme on 23 and 
24 June.  We hope you will be able 
to come and enjoy the varied       
gardens in the village, where there 
will be many plants to buy and enjoy 
home made cakes and tea.  Any  
donations of cakes and produce 
would be gratefully received.   

Benches at Woolage Village 

Thanks to John Heathcote and his family we now have two 
lovely new benches in Woolage Village on the recreation 
ground near to the play equipment.  John donated the     
benches and he and several of his family renovated and fixed 
them in place.  The benches are in loving memory of John’s 
parents Patch and Patricia Heathcote, long time residents of 
Woolage Village, who are greatly missed by all of their family 
and friends. 

This generous donation has saved the Parish Council a         
considerable amount of money 
which can now be put towards 
the purchase of additional play 
equipment for the recreation 
ground. 

Thank you to everyone involved 
with the project. 


