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Womenwold Parish Council 

Serving the communities of Woolage Village, 

Womenswold & Woolage Green Summer 2016 

The Queens 90th birthday and opening of new picnic area celebrations 

O 
n Sunday 5th June the rains finally stopped and the sun came out, just in time for the double celebra-
tion on Woolage Green. 

Around 150 people attended to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th birthday and also the opening of the new    
picnic area. The whole event was funded through a grant 
and the picnic area itself was funded by another grant       
application to Viridor by the Parish Council. 

The many activities on the day included face painting,      
races, balloon releasing, food and much more. Gladys Bates 
from Woolage Village (our most senior member of the    
community) cut the ribbon to officially open the picnic       
area, and a toast was made to the Queen. Thanks to all who 

helped and to those 
who made cakes,  
sandwiches etc . The 
event was made      
possible by a           
successful bid by the 
Parish Council for funds     
specifically for           
celebrating the Queen's 
birthday. 

Left: Gladys opening the picnic 

area 

Right: children  racing 

Below right: face painting and crowds 

enjoying the  atmosphere and      

wonderful weather 

Village Signs 

All 7 village signs have 
now been refurbished 
and repainted thanks 
to materials supplied 
by the Council and 
volunteers Adrian and 
Ian. 

See left for the before 
and after pictures of 
the Woolage Village 
sign at the top of the 
recreation ground. 
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Your Councillors 

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways      maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk 

Mary Cook    Kent Association of Local Councils marywatamu@btinternet.com 

Janet Perrins    Amenities & Welfare     janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk 

Ian Hobson (Chair)  Communications, Website   ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Adrian Wicken   Police liaison     adrianwicken@aol.com 
 

Val McWilliams   Clerk to the Council    val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com 

Meetings 

The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 7.00pm and usually at the Womenswold Learning 

Centre. Members of the Parish are very welcome to attend these meetings.  

The next meeting is on 13th September 2016 7pm.  

Womenswold Open Gardens 25/26 June 2016 

T 
he Open Gardens weekend was a great success, with 6 beautiful gardens open to visitors. To add to the enjoyment 
there were also teas, cakes and plants for sale. The event attracted a total of 528 visitors from as far afield as London 
and is the second highest total since the event started in 1995. 
The event is part of the national Gardens Scheme and all entry proceeds go to charity. The charities include:- Macmillan 

Cancer Support, Marie Curie and Parkinsons UK. A total of £2,637,000 was raised in 2015 
The total amount raised at this weekend was £4,914.16 and is the highest 
amount raised since we began. The money raised from selling teas, produce and 
plants was £2274.16 and was donated to St Margarets PCC. 
Thanks from all the gardeners for the tremendous support from villagers, family 
and friends in baking cakes, making jams and produce . Also with helping over 
the weekend selling tickets, produce, teas and organising car parking. Thanks 
also to the volunteers in the Church, where a presentation was shown of work 
recently completed on the Church. 

Many people come back every two years from London and elsewhere as we 
have a good reputation, particularly with the teas. Yes, we gardeners were 
thrilled, despite the downpour on Saturday and all the hard work. It was worth 
it!!         Maggie Mckenzie 

Scenes from the “dry” 

Sunday at the event. 

Gardens and produce 

selling feature here but 

there was also a garden 

to buy teas, coffees and 

lovely  home made 

cakes. The Church was 

open to visitors and had 

an interesting exhibition 



 

Womenswold Parish Council Newsletter         Summer 2016 

Website 

Our new website has been live since July 2015 and has had a total of 1591 hits. 
Since January 2016 the hits from various countries include UK 692, USA 72, 
Italy 17, Australia 13, and EU 8. Tuesday was the most popular day and 9am 

the most popular time. 

 
Please check it out. You can also see agendas and minutes of meetings there:- 

www.womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk 

Womenswold Parish Residents Association 

As noted in the previous newsletter the Residents Association acquired a grant from Canterbury City Council to buy a new bench for 
the recreation ground at Woolage Village.  This has now been fitted by a working party of residents at the bottom end of the         
recreation ground. 

The Residents Association is holding a Summer Draw to raise funds.  Tickets can be purchased at The Two Sawyers where a list of 
prizes is also displayed.  

 The Boules & Barbecue will be on Sunday 4 September at 2 p.m. on Woolage Green.  The Summer Draw will take place at 6 p.m. 
after the Boules followed by live music from Graham Mart at The Two Sawyers.  Other events for 2016 will include a Quiz Night and a 
Conker Tournament both at The Two Sawyers.  Dates to be confirmed – keep watch on the Notice Boards. 

 We will also be arranging another Litter Pick day later in the year.  Again watch the notice boards for dates.  However, we have 
a  small supply of litter pick tools donated to us by Serco.  In the meantime if anyone would like to borrow one to collect litter from 
around the Parish please contact Janet Perrins on 01304 830555. 

SUCCESSFUL FLY TIPPING 
PROSECUTION 

There was a recent fly tipping   
incident in Pond Lane,      
Womenswold.  It was clearly from 
a builder doing a house             
renovation.  From the rubbish we 
were successful in identifying the      
address of the  property where the 
rubbish had likely come from. The 
information was passed to the  
authorities who very quickly paid a 
visit to the house.  A builder was 
on site who admitted that the    
rubbish had come from that      
property.  He denied having 
dumped it and stated that he had 
paid  someone to take it away. He 
was told that he would be held         
responsible - irrespective of who 
dumped the rubbish - and that he 
would be prosecuted or he could 
accept  liability and pay an on the 
spot fine of several hundreds of 
pounds -  he opted to do the latter. 

Let's hope he learned the lesson!   

Taken from Paddy O’Shaughnessy’s   
garden on 22nd June 11.30pm—a kite in 
the shape of a Kite bird. If you discover it 
please return it to Paddy. 

Meet the Resident 
Brian Calladine has lived in the area all of his life. Brian’s father was a miner from 

Derbyshire who moved to work at Snowdown in 1926. He and his wife initially lived in 

Snowdown but then moved to the house Brian and his wife Pat live in now in Woolage 

Green.  

Brian’s parents then lived in Rose Cottage, which no longer exists but was in Wick 

Lane. Brian was born in 1937 whilst they were in Rose Cottage. Brian worked at   

Woolage Farm all his life apart from 2 years in the army doing National Service from 

1957 to 1959. He 

is still the     

Standard bearer 

for the East Kent 

Branch of the 

Royal Corps of 

Signals.  

In 1958 he      

married Pat (from 

Stanford). At first 

they lived in the 

farm annexe until 

moving to their 

present house in 

Woolage Farm 

Cottages. The 

cottages were originally condemned and had thatched roofs but no bathrooms. In 

1961 they were renovated and Brian and Pat moved in and have been there ever 

since. They now have four grandchildren and two great grandchildren. Brian retired 

from the farm in 2002 and now spends much of his time tending to his beautiful     

garden.  

If you have any suggestions for the this article please contact ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

DOG BIN, WOMENSWOLD 
Following requests from dog  
owners in Womenswold, I am 
pleased to confirm that we will 
soon have one of our own!  I met 
with an officer from Canterbury 
City Council and it was agreed it 
will be sited by the wooden North 
Downs Way fingerpost sign. 
The bin will be emptied once a 
week, so hopefully it will save you 
having to take your bags home 
and putting them in your own bin. 
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Pop Star 

Question from the last issue: 
Which pop star of the 70s and 
80s lived in our Parish?  

Answer: Ian Dury lived in 
Woolage Green whilst teaching 
at Canterbury College of Art 
(now University for the      
Creative Arts) 

Woolage Village 

Recreation Ground 
The Council has received information  
regarding occasional incidents of people 
driving across the recreation ground. 
There is evidence of tyre marks and also 
people have witnessed dangerous activity 
with a car on the recreation ground whilst 
children were playing. 

If anyone witnesses this activity the police 
should be called as soon as possible. 

Long term, the Council wishes to consult 
with residents of Woolage Village to    
examine options to try and prevent this 
sort of activity. We will be announcing a 
meeting sometime this autumn. Please try 
and attend so that we may prevent the 
sort of dangerous and anti-social driving 
across the recreation ground. 

Woolage Village crossroads 

It has been reported to 
the Parish Council by  
local residents that there 
is considerable concern 
with safety at the cross-
roads between Forstal 
Road, Firs Road and 
Woolage Green Road. 
There is a lack of signage 
and the road markings 
are faded. 

The Council approached 
the Highways team who 
stated that they did not 
have sufficient funds for the scheme and that it was not a high enough risk. 

However, Michael Northey, Kent County Councillor has sourced £700 to improve road 
markings, and place two signs: a crossroads sign at the A2 end and a Give Way sign 
from Woolage Green. Work will begin shortly. Well done Michael. 

Defibrillators 

Mark Townsend, a member of the Aylesham First Responders, gave an      
interesting talk at a recent Parish Council meeting on the advantages of      
Installing defibrillators around the parishes. 

He outlined the costing and maintenance prices. He explained that once a  
patient suffered a heart attack every second counted as the brain could not be 
starved of oxygen for too long before permanent brain damage occurred. He 
emphasised that the first 8 minutes were crucial.  

As Womenswold is made up of 3 villages it was felt that providing one in each 
parish would be the most beneficial given the 8 minute time slot. The cost of 
three defibrillators would be approximately £4200. There are grants available 
which we are considering applying for.  

The equipment is weatherproof but does require an electrical supply. Possible 
locations include:- the telephone box at Woolage Green, the open telephone 
box at Woolage Village and the Church entrance at Womenswold. These are 
only suggestions but as Mark clearly outlined, survival rates in this country are 
5% whilst in the USA they are 50% as they have many more defibrillators. 

Telephone Box Woolage Green 

The Parish Council has purchased the 
box from BT for £1. We now own it 
and need to know what to do with it. 

The first task is to remove vegetation 
and then clean and paint it. The only 
firm suggestion so far is to place a 
defibrillator in it. Other suggestions 
include:- Tourist information, book 
exchange etc. If you have any        
suggestions please contact the   
Council  

ROADS 
Potholes: I have been advised by KCC Highways that Pond Lane and       
Snowdown Road have been included in a programme of works called Jet 
Patching, where a large machine fills marked potholes. You will notice lots of 
white   arrows on the roads, indicating the areas to be filled. This has proved 
to be a very cost effective, quick and efficient way of filling holes. 
This work has been programmed for the week of 10-15 August and will, of 
course, be weather dependent, as they cannot undertake this operation in 
wet weather. 
In the meantime, please report any potholes you may find in the area to KCC 
on 0300 418181 or through the KCC website. 
 
Aylesham Development: This concerns traffic management at the junction 
with A2060 (the flyover at the A2 where it meets the Folkestone Road). There 
has been much debate regarding traffic lights versus a roundabout. Following 
Dover District Council's Planning Committee Meeting on 21 January, they have 
now received a report from an independent highway consultant, which has 
recommended that plans be drawn up by the developers for a roundabout.  
These plans will be submitted and discussed at a future Planning Meeting.  We 
will keep you advised on progress. 


