
 

Womenswold Parish Council Newsletter         Summer 2015 

WOMENSWOLD PARISH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

The Residents Association has planted flowers in the tubs in each of the three 
villages again this year, bringing a splash of colour.  

Our nominated charity for 2014/2015 was the Aylesham First Response  
Ambulance.  We have made a donation to them of £350.  They are also our 
nominated charity for 2015/2016.  

The Residents Association has a marquee (8m x 4m) which can be hired for a 
charge of £50 each including erection/dismantling.  To hire call Janet Perrins 
on 01304 830555. 

Forthcoming events –  
20 September - Boules & Barbecue on Woolage Green. 

25 October—Conker Tournament at The Two Sawyers 

22 December—Carol singing at The Two Sawyers 

YOUR NEW PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A 
s five members of the parish stood as Councillors in May 2015, it was not necessary to hold an  
election.  I would therefore like to welcome two new members, Ian Hobson and Adrian Wicken, both 
from Woolage Green.  
The remaining members continue to represent you - Mary Cook, Janet Perrins and myself. 

 

I would personally like to thank Sean Doherty, who has resigned after serving for 12 years on the Parish  
Council, with the last 4 being Chairman.  Through his leadership it has been possible to finally bring to fruition 
improvements to Woolage Green.  Thanks also to Lavina James from Woolage Village who also did not stand 
for re-election. 
 

Although there is nobody on the Council living in Woolage Village, all the Councillors are here serve the entire 
community and take up any issues you may have which we may be able to assist with. 
 

Maggie McKenzie 
Chairman  

Womenwold Parish Council 

Serving the communities of Woolage Village, 

Womenswold & Woolage Green Summer 2015 

Website 
Our current website is being hosted by 

Kent, with the address 

www.womenswoldpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

Sometime in the next few weeks we will be 

transferring to a new website with the  

address 

www.womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk 

The new website has a holding page in 

front whilst the site is being developed be-

hind it. If anyone has any ideas for the new 

website please contact 

ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Newsletter 

This newsletter is being produced twice 

yearly at the moment (July and Novem-

ber). The printed version is delivered to 

those households which have requested it 

but all copies are available on the website. 

If you have any interesting stories to share 

with the residents of the parish, or have 

any comments regarding the newsletter 

please contact Ian and submit articles a 

couple of weeks before the end of the 

appropriate month. 

Road works 

Are you fed up with the constant 

seemingly uncoordinated digging up 

of our roads? There have been three 

sets of works concerning:- Fibre  

cabling, gas and now electricity.  

Your council is following this up with 

Kent County 

Council to find 

out why it 

seems the 

works are not 

being           

coordinated. 
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Kent Association of Local Councils  (KALC) 
 

S 
ome of you might not be aware that there is an association for all local Parish Councils which meets 4 times a year to look at 
issues that affect all Parishes in the County. 

As your Parish Councillor with responsibility for Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC), I attend these meetings.  Some  
recent issues, like flooding, fortunately do not affect Womenswold Parish but some issues do arise that  are common to all Parishes. 

At the last meeting I attended, the problem of poor communication from Canterbury City Council (CCC) was raised.  Womenswold 
Parish Council has certainly had occasions when we have been told about meetings that we, or you, might want to attend or issues 
we, or you, might want to comment on with notice of only a day or two. We will be contacting Canterbury City Council (CCC) to bring 
this problem to their attention in the hope that communication can be improved. 

This is not only a problem for us with CCC.  Many of you will be aware of the recent proposal to close the Spinney Lane/Pond Lane 
junction onto the Wingham Road thus routing all traffic through Womenswold.  This would have been a disaster for Womenswold.  
Quite clearly nobody had looked to see the size and condition of Pond Lane!  We were very lucky that a local resident alerted us to 
these plans and we were able to insist on a site meeting, which subsequently meant the plans were halted. 

One of the reasons we were not advised or even consulted about the proposal was that Kent Highways thought the boundary be-
tween Dover and Canterbury Councils was  at Pond Lane/Spinney Lane/Wingham Road junction, when in fact it is half way down 
Spinney Lane.  If you drive down the road you can actually see where the road surface changes between the two authorities.  

Irrespective of where the boundary is, we believe we should have been advised of such a 
major permanent diversion of traffic and of all issues that might effect our Parish.   

We are writing to Dover City Council asking that we are better kept informed of issues 
on our borders, especially in light of the re-developments around Aylesham.  We are 
also asking for the Agenda for Aylesham Parish Council meetings so that we can attend 
if there is a relevant matter to be discussed. 

We would also ask all of you to let us know if you learn of any issues that you believe 
could affect our Parish.  

Mary Cook. 

New Councillors 
Welcome to our new councillors who represent the whole Parish of Womenswold. 

Adrian Wicken (right) 

Adrian has lived in the parish since 1989. He is a retired bank manager, and now keeps busy 

as a partner in a garage business in Wingham. A keen walker, an occasional golfer, and a 

reluctant runner, he can often be seen around the parish being taken for a walk by his two 

black labradors. Adrian is the current Chairman of the parish Residents Association. 

 

 

Ian Hobson (left) 

Ian is a retired Headteacher and has lived in  
Woolage Green for the past four years. His interests 
are in the world of mountaineering, DIY and  
gardening. He and his wife Pauline also like to get  
away in their old VW  campervan whenever the  
weather looks fair! 

Your Councillors 

Maggie McKenzie (chair)  Highways      maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk 

Mary Cook    Kent Association of Local Councils marywatamu@btinternet.com 

Janet Perrins    Amenities & Welfare     janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk 

Ian Hobson (Vice Chair)  Communications, Website   ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Adrian Wicken   Police liaison     adrianwicken@aol.com 
 

Val McWilliams   Clerk to the Council    val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com 

“We would also ask all 
of you to let us know if 
you learn of any issues 
that you believe could 
affect our Parish.” 
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What is a Parish Council and what does it do? 
 
A Parish Council is a local authority that makes decisions on behalf of people in the Parish. It is the level of Government that is 
closest to the community with, in our case, Canterbury City Council above it in the hierarchy. 
 

Parish councils are invariably the first place people will go with concerns or ideas. For this reason they are a vital part of any 
community. 

  

There are 2 common misunderstandings about the role of parish councillors. They are not employees or volunteers; they are 

elected representatives who volunteer their time for free to work on behalf of their community.  

Womenswold Parish Council comprises 5 councillors who are each elected for a 4 year term. Each year, usually in May, a 

chairman is elected by the councillors. Each councilor represents the whole Parish, not just where they live. If you think they 

may be able to assist you, feel free to contact any of them. However, the Parish Council has collective responsibility and no 

single member has the power to act alone. 

 

Meetings 

The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 6,30pm and usually at the Womenswold Learning 

Centre. Members of the Parish are very welcome to attend these meetings.  

Meeting dates are:- 
8th September 2015, 10th November 2015, 12th January 2016 and 8th March 2016. 
In addition there is an annual Parish meeting in which the council gives its report for the year. This meeting is usually in May. 

What does it do? 

The powers and responsibilities are various but include Parish Newsletter, reviewing planning applications, playing fields, 

rights of way, traffic calming etc. For further information go to 

http://www.localgov.co.uk/Parish-council-responsibilities/29135 

 

For details of Canterbury City Council meetings see https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/this-week-at-the-council/ 

Fly Tipping 
Fly tipping seems to be an increasing problem in our area. In general if you are paying  someone to remove waste they 
should have a Waste Carrier licence number. This can be checked with the Environment Agency (0870 8506506). It is the 
owner of the waste’s responsibility to ensure correct removal and, if not, they may be liable for a fine. 

If you see fly tipping on council or public land report it to the council (Canterbury mainly but some is on Dover’s land). 

Canterbury 
The website says “We will arrange for dumped material to be cleared 
from council and public land usually within 24 to 48 hours of being 
reported”. Go to this website to report it: www.canterbury.gov.uk/
bins-recycling/keeping-the-streets-clean/flytipping-
flyposting/ 
Or phone: 0800 031 9091  

Dover 
Similarly report fly tipping on their website: 

 https://forms.dover.gov.uk/flytipping 

Or phone: 01304 872428 9am-5pm, Monday - Friday 

(0800 807 060 outside office hours) 

Also The councils can prosecute offenders whether on public or 
private land if there is identifiable evidence. Report to  

Andrzej.kluczynski@dover.gov.uk (Dover) or  

Adrian.stuart@canterbury.gov.uk The North Downs Way recently 
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Work has now started on the repair to the roof and tower of St Margaret’s Church at Womenswold.  

These works have been made possible by a Heritage Lottery Fund grant 

of £60420. This successful bid is the result of many hours of hard work 

by Churchwarden Gaby McGuire and PCC treasurer Anita Bone.  The 

friends of St Margaret’s have generously contributed the sum of  £6314 

towards the project, and we have also been awarded grants of £5000 

from KCC (via Councillor Michael Northey), £1500 from the Headley 

Trust, and £100 from East Kent Churches, 

Work is progressing well and should be completed by the autumn. 

Fund raising events by Friends and PCC have taken place including:- 

Richard and Di Ansell who held a very successful afternoon in their gar-

den for people to enjoy afternoon tea and lovely cakes (provided by Di) 

whilst being musically entertained by Richard, his friends and talented 

pupils. 

A group of gardeners visited the gardens in Womenswold and despite it being a rather cold and windy morning they all enjoyed 

themselves. In June Diane Ansell in Woolage Green held a Pampered Chef morning and in February Richard Ansell and his Jazz band 

played to a full house at the Learning Opportunities Centre. Future event:- Cream teas and Mölkky! (a Scandanavian game) on 

Saturday  1st August 2-6pm Westmore House Womenswold. Entrance £3, children under 10 free. 

Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) 
A Police Community Support Officer ( PCSO)  is designated with certain 
powers by the Chief Constable. The primary aim of 
the role is as follows: Provide a highly visible  
uniformed presence in order to provide public  
reassurance and to assist in the prevention and 
reduction of incidents of crime, disorder and anti-
social behaviour, therefore promoting community 
safety and reducing the fear of crime. They deal 
mainly with low level anti-social behaviour.. 
 
You can contact our PCSO (Lisa Williams) via the following: 
Email: 53863@kent.pnn.police.uk or lisa.williams@kent.pnn.police.uk 
 
Contacting Kent police: 
 

For non-urgent crime reports or enquiries call 101 non-emergency  
number  for situations that do not require an immediate police response. 
 

In an emergency, call 999. You should only use the service if; 
 

 a crime is happening 

 someone suspected of a crime is nearby 

 someone is injured as a result of a crime 

 you are being threatened or a life is at risk 

 there is a traffic incident involving personal injury or danger (e.g.        
vehicles are blocking a fast-moving road).  

Notice Boards 

There are notice boards in 

each of the villages in the 

Parish. To enquire about 

the contents please contact 

Janet Perrins (Woolage 

Green and Woolage  

Village) and  

Maggie McKenzie 

(Womenswold) 

Teams 
The Two Sawyers pool team is 
currently top of the table in the 
Shepherdswell and District Summer 
League, and with only one game to 
go should secure the top spot. 
Congratulations to the captain, 
Craig Brown (from Woolage Village) 
and his team. 
The pub's bar billiards players were 
prominent at the recent Dover Deal 
and District League presentation 
evening. Alan Smith and John Miller 
both won singles trophies, and the B 
team secured promotion to the first 
division of the winter league.  
New players for any of the pub 
teams are always most welcome.  
In addition to pool and bar billiards, 
there is a darts team which  
competes in the Wingham and 
Sandwich winter league.    

The Green at Woolage Green 

You may be aware that there has been 
a working group trying to improve the 
Green at Woolage Green. As part of 
this a bid is being made for funds to 
further improve the Green. 

Improvements include creating an 
amenity area around the notice board, 
with improved access from the road. 
Volunteers will provide the labour. It 
will be the autumn by the time we hear 
whether 
or not the 
bid has 
been suc-
cessful 
……. 
Watch this 
space. 
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