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Womenswold Parish Council 

Serving the communities of Woolage Village, 

Womenswold, Woolage Green and Ropersole Park Summer 2017 

Our Quest to install Defibrillators 

O 
ne year ago we reported in the Newsletter that it was the Parish Council’s aim to provide a Defibrillator in 
each of the four communities in our Parish. This was initiated following a presentation by Mark 
Townsend, a member of Aylesham First Responders. He 
stressed the first 8 minutes in a Heart Attack situation were 

crucial. It is for this reason we decided to purchase and install four  
defibrillators, one in each community. 
 
Since then there have been many fund raising events targeted at raising 
money  for these items. The total cost of four defibrillators, including 
cabinets etc is £5465. 
 
So far we have raised a total of £3375 towards this goal, which is approaching two thirds of the required amount. There 
is an option of applying for a grant to make up the shortfall but we are still going to raise money and see if we can  
purchase them outright. 
The £3375 has been raised as follows:- 
£500 from collections in The Two Sawyers: £1200 from the Residents Association: £575 raised by the residents of  
Ropersole Park (see below the fund raising event held in The Two Sawyers): Kent Motorcycles have also donated £500: 
The owner of Ropersole Park has donated £200 and a resident of Woolage Green has donated £400.  
The community of Ropersole Park has been particularly keen to raise funds for this project. On 25th June they held an  
event with BBQ (provided by The Two Sawyers) which raised a total of £480 through a grand raffle. Graham Mart (see 
elsewhere in this issue) provided the entertainment free of charge. In addition to this a sponsored cliff walk was held 
the day before which raised a further £95. 
 
If anyone would like to donate towards the Defibrillator fund please contact any member of the Council or Val 
McWilliams our clerk, or drop a contribution (however large or small) into The Two Sawyers. 

an example of a defibrillator 

Canterbury City Council Community Governance Review 
Canterbury City Council is currently consulting the public on whether to re-organise Parish Councils. Questions such as Should smaller 
councils merge? Should new councils be created where there is considerable new build? Should Parish Council boundaries be 
changed? etc. Everyone will have the chance to contribute to this consultation through questionnaires, workshops and meetings.  The 
final decision will be made by the full council in July 2018.
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Your Councillors 

Ian Hobson (Chair)  Communications, Website   ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways      maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk 

Craig Brown   Kent Association of Local Councils craigamy2@sky.com 

Janet Perrins    Amenities & Welfare     janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk 

Adrian Wicken   Police liaison     adrianwicken@aol.com 
 

Val McWilliams   Clerk to the Council  val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com 01227 832028  

Meetings 

The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 7.00pm and now alternating between the Womenswold 

Learning Centre and the function room at The Two Sawyers. Members of the Parish are very welcome to attend these     
meetings. Always check the website for updates. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 12th September 2017 7pm in The Two Sawyers Function Room 

Snowdown Colliery 
Welfare Male Voice Choir 

Event 
 
June 3rd was a warm summer  
evening in a full Church.  The garden 
looked so inviting and it was a wrench 
to leave it.  How glad we are that we 
did!  What a musical feast awaited us.   
We have attended many Snowdown 
Colliery Male Voice Choir evenings and 
always enjoyed them.  This was the 
best yet. 
 
The programme was varied.  The  
execution precise and harmonious - a 
reflection of the close relationship  
between Mike and the Choir and  
testament to the hard work and dedication needed to produce a concert like this. 
 
There was something for everyone.  Amusing, poignant and prolific - goosebumps on the arms! 
 
What a fitting tribute to Mike’s 20 years as the conductor.  Talking of fitting, the gift of a music themed waistcoat 
and bow tie from the choir to Mike, fitted like a glove. 
 
A truly special evening which raised a total of £511 which will go towards the fund to improve the heating in the 
Church. Thanks also to all who helped on the evening, particularly marshalling and car parking. 
                    Jan & Keith Roberts 

MUSIC AND CAKE 

Friends of St. Margaret’s 

Church, Womenswold. 

invite you to a fun afternoon in 

Richard and Dianne Ansell’s 

Garden 

Pemble Lodge, Woolage Green 

CT4 6SD 

01304 832949 

 

Saturday 2
nd

 September  

from 2-5pm 

£5 donation towards a new  

heating system for the church. 

New Councillor 

Craig Brown is our recently elected Councillor. He has lived 
in Woolage Village for eleven years and takes an active part 
in parish and village events. As an example he is keen to get 
the swings at Woolage Village replaced. 

Craig works full time as the manager of a Waste Transfer 
Station in Medway. This has made him aware of the problems 
of litter and fly tipping which need to be addressed in our  
area. 
 
In his spare time he enjoys reading and following football. 
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Items for this newsletter please send to ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Meet the Residents 

I 
n this issue we meet two of the residents of Ropersole Park. In the picture on the left is Graham Mart and next to 
him is Brian Fox. 
Graham has lived at Ropersole Park for 2 years and before that he lived and worked in Dover. He was initially in 

Kent Police for a total of 11 years before he left to run two pubs in Dover before various road by-passes etc caused them 
to close. 
He has a keen interest in sport, particularly Cricket and  
Football. He captained the Dover Cricket Club for 15 years and 
played for Dover FC and also Woodensborough. He gained 
coaching badges and now helps out with youth teams. 
Graham’s main interest now is singing, which he took up in 
1981 and has been gigging ever since. 
 
Brian has lived in the park for 5 years which means he moved 
in not long after the park was opened. Brian was in the Army 
for 22 years and following that was a security consultant for a 
major pharmaceutical company. Brian lived in High Wycombe 
for 30+ years before moving to Kent. It was always his intention 
to move to Kent after his father in law moved to Canterbury. 
Brian takes pride in the Ropersole Park site and he looks after 
the green and also the surroundings. The residents of  
Ropersole Park are keen to raise money and Brian told me they had recently raised £700 from two sponsored walks for 
the Dogs Trust. 

Woolage Village Recreation Ground 
 

The Council has agreed various improvements to the Recreation Ground. The bearings on the roundabout 
will soon be replaced at a cost of £776. The two dilapidated benches around the centre of the area will 
be replaced by one new bench which will be made of durable materials. One of the benches at the lower 
end of the area (pictured on the right) has a sturdy frame and will be refurbished with new wooden slats. 
The swings will be very expensive to replace and we are looking into applying for grants etc.  

Womenswold Parish Residents Association 
The Residents Association marquees have been hired out on several occasions this year.  The hire fees are all 
going into the fund set up between the Residents Association and the Parish Council towards the purchase of 
defibrillators for the parish.  Up to the end of July the figure raised from marquee hire in 2017 was £680.  A 
big thank you to all of the  
volunteers who erect/store the 
marquees.  
 

If you would like to hire the 
marquees please contact Janet 
Perrins on 01304 830555.  The 
2017 hire fee is £60 per  
marquee and we have two, 
each one being 8m x 4m. 
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PLANNING AND ROADS 
 

Aylesham Development. As a result of the new development in Aylesham and the resulting increase in traffic, a solution 
to congestion at the junction with the A2 and A2060 is currently being developed. The scheme was originally proposed 
as a roundabout, then changed to traffic lights and now back to a roundabout after an independent highway engineer 
proposed that a roundabout would be preferable to traffic lights.  
Building of the roundabout is due to begin very soon and as you can see some of the ground work has already begun  

Advice from Canterbury Police 
and our PCSO Lisa Williams 

 

Canterbury Police is appealing to all residents, 
who are enjoying the summer period, to ensure 
that they keep their homes safe. It's that time of 
year again when we finally get to bask in the 
summer weather. With the hot weather looking to 
continue during this time, doors and windows are 
often left open, making homes an easy target for 
opportunist thieves. 

Here are a few key tips to keep home and possessions safe when  
enjoying the summer period. 
•    Keep front, patio and back doors closed and locked when you are 
elsewhere in the house or in the garden. 
 
Ensure that all windows and external doors are not only closed but 

locked at night or when you are out of the house. Even a small window 

could provide a burglar with an opportunity to reach through and open a 

larger window to gain access. 

•    Remember to close downstairs windows when leaving a room, to  

deter the opportunist thief. 

•    Find out about property marking by visiting www.immobilise.com. If 

an item is marked it will be much harder for a thief to sell on. Also, if  

recovered, stolen items can then be returned to their rightful owner. 

•    Look out for your neighbours' property if they are away for a few days 

Left—the usual 
queue at all times of 
the day. Right— the 
site of the proposed 
roundabout where 
work has been 
started. This will 
hopefully  ease the 
queues over the A2 
bridge which  
sometimes stretch 
way back to the  
beacon and beyond. 

Lorry Parking 
We mentioned in the last newsletter the continuing problem of  
lorries parking in laybys and other places. In particular, the area by 
the beacon (see picture) is an issue for our Parish.  
 
Discussions have been held with KCC Highways on a scheme to  
prevent lorries parking in the layby. 
 
A site meeting is being held with Michael Northey, our County  
Councillor, and  a KCC Engineer to look at the proposed scheme and 
the costs involved. We will keep you informed. 

Pot Holes 

There has been a great effort by Kent 
County Council to complete work in the 
summer months filling in pot holes. 
Should you find a new one please  
report it directly via:- 
http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-

travel/what-we-look-after/roads/

potholes 

Volunteers clear grass 
For some reason the grass at  
Woolage Green grows faster than any 
other. In the spring a band of  
volunteers cleared the dead grass and 
I’m sure you will agree the result has 
been very good. Thanks go to all who 
helped.  


