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WOMENSWOLD PARISH RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

The Residents Association has acquired a grant from Canterbury City Council to buy a 
new bench for the recreation ground at Woolage Village.  A working party will be fixing 
the bench in place in the near future. 

Our nominated charity for 2016/2017 will continue to be the Aylesham First Response 
Ambulance.   

The Residents Association has a marquee (8m x 4m) which can be hired for a charge of 
£50 each including erection/dismantling.  To hire call Janet Perrins on 01304 830555.  

Events for 2016 will include a Quiz Night at The Two Sawyers, Boules & Barbecue on 
Woolage Green and a Conker Tournament at The Two Sawyers.  Dates to be confirmed – 
keep watch on the Notice Boards and website.  We would also like to start a Film Club 
and are currently looking into the cost of the equipment. 

Womenwold Parish Council 

Serving the communities of Woolage Village, 

Womenswold & Woolage Green Winter 2016 

H 
appy New Year to everyone.  The last few months have been quite busy for the Parish Council and we 
are trying to resolve some of the issues affecting us all.  However, I would like to give special thanks to 
Ian, who has led a team of volunteers from Woolage Green on the improvements to the Green, They 
have worked through rain and wind and certainly it is looking a very inviting place to sit and relax.  I 

personally can’t wait to see the wild flowers In bloom later in the year.   
Finally, special thanks to our Clerk, Val, who worked tirelessly to obtain the grants from Viridor. 

Maggie McKenzie (Chair) 

Woolage Green Project 

 
At last the project is complete, just over 2 
years since the first meeting of the sub 
group set up by the Parish Council. The bid 
to Viridor was successful and all work is now 
complete, Just to summarise:- 

 the area at the back of the green has 
an area of wildflower turf 

 the access road entrance to Beggars 
Roost has been  improved 

 The area around the notice board 
has better access from the road, hard stand-
ing and new picnic benches. 

PLANNING AND ROADS 
I attended Dover District Council’s Planning Committee Meeting on 21 January when three specific applications which affect our Parish 
were discussed.  Below is a brief summary - 
Snowndown Colliery Solar Panel Farm—Permission granted with all works traffic to be routed through Aylesham. 
Aylesham Housing Development 
1) Extension of slip road on to A2 - Concern was expressed that Highways England have refused the lengthening of the slip road, 
despite the future increase in traffic due to many housing developments in the surrounding area, including Shepway.  The Chairman will 
request that a joint letter be sent from the Chief Executives of Dover & Shepway District Councils to Highways England requesting a 
meeting to discuss further.  Although Highways England are facing severe budget cuts, it is hoped this could result in this scheme being 
on the list of priorities in the future. 
It was agreed that the vegetation between the slip road and the A2 being cut back to improve visibility and signs reviewed to ensure 
correct and visible. 
Proposal for traffic lights at the junction with the A2060. 
An amended traffic light scheme was submitted by the developer which had been approved by KCC Highways and Highways England. 
There was a heated debate over the benefits of a roundabout, versus traffic lights.  The Chairman would arrange for advice from an 

independent highway engineer, who will produce a report on the viability of the current traffic light design versus a roundabout, to be 

presented at a future meeting.              Maggie McKenzie 

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME OPEN GARDENS, 
WOMENSWOLD 

The gardens in Womenswold wlll be open again 
on Saturday and Sunday, 25 and 26 June from 1 
- 5.30.  Entry £5.00, children free.  Several 
colourful and diverse gardens within easy walk-
ing distance.  Home made teas, produce stall 
and a wide variety of plants for sale.   
All proceeds divided between the various 
charities of the National Garden Scheme and St 
Margaret’s Church. 
We would appreciate donations of cakes and 
home made and fresh produce. 
If you have a couple of hours to spare over the 
weekend to help with teas, selling tickets and 
produce, we would love to hear from you.  
Telephone Maggie on 01227 831414 
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Your Councillors 

Maggie McKenzie (chair)  Highways      maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk 

Mary Cook    Kent Association of Local Councils marywatamu@btinternet.com 

Janet Perrins    Amenities & Welfare     janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk 

Ian Hobson (Vice Chair)  Communications, Website   ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Adrian Wicken   Police liaison     adrianwicken@aol.com 
 

Val McWilliams   Clerk to the Council    val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com 

Meetings 

The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 6,30pm and usually at the Womenswold Learning 

Centre. Members of the Parish are very welcome to attend these meetings.  

The next meeting is on 8th March 2016. In addition there will be an annual Parish Meeting in May (date to be decided) in 
which the council gives its report for the year.  

Three Barrows Down 

Good news— Historic England has designated Three Barrows Down (otherwise known as Rubery Butts bowl barrows) as an Ancient 

Monument. The barrows are on the North Downs way and clearly in need of some attention (see pics). Hopefully now we may see the 

area tidied up to reveal the barrows with some information on these ancient burial grounds. 

 

Defibrillators 

At a recent meeting in Dover District Council offices I also attended a talk given on defibrilla-
tors in the community. These are machines that the public can have access to in the event of   
someone suffering a cardiac attack.  They are apparently extremely easy to use with very    
simple instructions to follow.  They are not locked away and are situated in easy to access   
places.  

As you are no doubt aware, we do not currently have a defibrillator  in our Parish of     
Womenswold.   Members of the Parish Council are looking at the possibility of installing one in 
Woolage Green, hopefully, in the not too distant future.  

In the meantime you may all like to know that there are a number of these machines in 
Aylesham which we can have access to.  For some parishioners, even if we do get one installed 
in our Parish, the defibrillators in Aylesham may still be nearer. 

If you think someone is having a cardiac attack obviously phone 999 and they should  be able 
to tell you where the nearest defibrillator can be found.  If a defibrillator is going to help it 
should be used within an 8 minute period so in all cases time is of the essence.  As it is likely 
that   medical help would not arrive within that time, knowing where to find a defibrillator may 
be the next best option, and certainly better than doing nothing. 

In Aylesham they are as follows: 

 Outside the health centre on the left hand side wall, (24hrs) 

 At the Co op ( not 24hrs)  

 Sharpak on the industrial estate on Cooting Road (not 24h) 

 Aylesham leisure centre not (24 hrs) 
Mary Cook 

Telephone Kiosk 

The Parish Council is to purchase the 
traditional red telephone kiosk in 
Woolage Green from BT.  We are 
considering ideas as to its use, but 
one of the main suggestions is to 
house a defibrillating machine (see 
right) .  Other suggestions for addi-
tional uses are a book exchange and 

mini tourist information site.   

If you have any suggestions please email 
them to the Clerk, Val McWilliams at 
val.mcwilliams@btinternet.com 

The Barrows by 

the side of the 

North Downs 

way towards 

Shepherdswell 

For further 

information see 

https://
historicengland.org.uk/
listing/the-list/list-
entry/1427315 

mailto:val.mcwilliams@btinternet.com
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Website 

Our new website has been live since July 

2015 and has had 832 hits from as far afield 

as USA (42), Belgium,  Australia, New Zea-

land and even Morocco. etc etc 

Please check it out 

www.womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk 

Meet the Resident 

Roger Bone currently lives in     

Womenswold and has lived there since 

1997, when he and his wife Anita moved 

from Rochester. At that time Roger 

worked at a research institute based in 

the former Chatham Dockyard but for 

the last 12 years he has looked after 

Ethics and Governance at Canterbury 

Christ Church University. He is due to 

retire in August of this year. 

Roger joined the Parish Council in 1999, 

becoming Vice Chair in 2002 and elected 

Chairman in 2004 from which he stepped 

down in 2010. During his time with the council Roger was instrumental in gaining a £30000 grant 

towards the installation of high speed broadband in the parish (V Fast). He also spent considerable 

time on a working group monitoring the potential effects of the Snowdown Colliery  

redevelopment on the surrounding villages, until the project’s eventual demise after funding was 

withdrawn. Roger also represented the Parish Council in a joint initiative with the Residents 

Association which successfully obtained Lottery and other funding to improve the playground at 

Woolage Village. 

In his spare time Roger has done extensive research on the history of Womenswold, in particular 

the church, and some of the people who have lived there over the centuries  

Roger and Anita are hoping to move to new pastures on the Surrey/Hampshire borders in the near 

future to be near their daughter and grandchildren. Certainly Roger’s work in the community has 

been considerable and he will be greatly missed. 

If you have any suggestions for the “Meet the Resident” article please contact ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

POTHOLES 
 

Following the very 
wet weather, you will 
no doubt have 
noticed a large 
number of potholes 
have been 
appearing.  There is only sufficient 
budget for KCC Highways to repair 
safety critical defects.  Please report 
any you see to the Highways Helpline 
on 03000 418181 

Dial-a-Ride Service 

Kent County Council operate a transport service that picks you up and drops you back at 
your door.  To book the service you need to be a Kent Karrier member and quote your 
membership number. You can become a member if:  

• you have a mobility impairment or other medical condition that makes travelling on public 
transport difficult. Carers or companions can also travel.  

• you live in a rural area more than 500 metres away from a bus stop or railway station.  

• you are 85+ (proof of age required). 

What does it cost? 

Membership £5.00 per year  

Rural areas to all destinations £3.50 single/return 

The pick up days from Womenswold Parish are Wednesday and Friday. 

You have to complete an application form to become a member.  If you would like a form 
please contact Janet Perrins on 01304 830555 or you can ring Thanet Community Transport 
on 01843 602030 and they will send one to you.  Full information for the scheme can be 
found at www.kent.gov.uk (search Kent Karrier). 

FRIENDS OF ST MARGARET’S 
CHURCH 

Forthcoming Events at Learning 
Opportunties Centre, Womenswold 
 

JAZZ EVENING 
FRIDAY, 26 FEBRUARY, 7.30 for 8 

Due to popular demand, the Langton 
Jazz Men will be 
again be enter-
taining us with an 
evening of jazz. 
Tickets £10, to 
include nibbles 
and one drink, 
(other drinks will 
be available to buy). This is only a small 
venue so only 40 tickets will be availa-
ble, on a first come first served basis, 
from Marilyn Lewis on 01227 831208. 
 
 

FUN & GAMES EVENING  
SATURDAY, 12 MARCH 7.30 for 8 

Jan & Keith Roberts have devised a 
series of light-hearted quizzes and 
Activities covering a range of topics - 
nothing heavy, nothing strenuous! 
Tickets £10, to include nibbles and one 
drink (other drinks available to buy)   
Tickets from Jennie Wright on 01304 
830894 

Fibre Broadband 
I have researched the possibility of fibre optic 
connection to our parish. It appears the  
contractor is BT Openworld and when im-
puting my postcode on their website this is 
the message. 
“Accepting orders Good news. Your serving 
cabinet is enabled for fibre broadband. Please 
note, in a minority of instances that doesn't  
guarantee your availability. Contact your preferred 
communications provider for your home or  
business to order” 

I went to the Virgin Media website (Google 
“Cable my Street”) and put in my postcode 
and registered my interest. This was the auto 
email response:- 
The more people that register in your area, the 
more likely we are to get you all cabled-up - so 
you've done a great thing for your neighbourhood! 
We're going to extend our ultrafast fibre optic net-
work to an additional 4 million homes and  
businesses across the UK, so you're in with a good 
chance!” 
 
The Uswitch website also declares we should get 
speeds of 76 Mb/sec 
Ian Hobson 

http://www.kent.gov.uk
http://www.virginmedia.com
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Fly Tipping 
Fly tipping is an increasing problem in our area. And we would like to tackle 
it. Anyone can dispose of their rubbish free at Council tips. However, if 
someone removes rubbish for you they have to have a licence (cost £155 for 
3 years) and then it costs a minimum of £54.29 for each load to be 
deposited at a Council tip. So if someone offers to take your rubbish for you 
ask to see their licence and bear in mind the above costs when they give you 
a quote. 

Fines are hefty. For the fly tipper unlimited fine and up to 5 years in prison. 
For the owner of the fly tipped rubbish up to £5000 fine. 

If you see fly tipping on council or public land report it to the council 

(Canterbury mainly but some is on Dover’s land). 

Canterbury 
The website says “We will arrange for dumped material to be cleared from 
council and public land usually within 24 to 48 hours of being reported”. Go 
to this website to report it: www.canterbury.gov.uk/bins-recycling/
keeping-the-streets-clean/flytipping-flyposting/ 
Or phone: 0800 031 9091  

Dover 
Similarly report fly tipping on their website: 

https://forms.dover.gov.uk/flytipping 

Or phone: 01304 872428 9am-5pm, Monday - Friday 

(0800 807 060 outside office hours) 

Also The councils can prosecute offenders whether on public or private land if there is identifiable evidence.  

Report to  
Andrzej.kluczynski@dover.gov.uk (Dover) or Adrian.stuart@canterbury.gov.uk 

Meet the Resident 

T his edition features 

Paddy O’Shaughnessy 

from Woolage Village. 

Paddy has lived in 

Woolage Village since 

1969. He originally 

worked at the Chislet 

Colliery but when that 

closed he moved to 

Snowdown and then 

Tilmanstone until that 

closed in 1986. He then 

started a taxi business and 

worked on the Channel 

Tunnel until finally retiring in 2007. 

Paddy bought the triangle of land in front of his house from the Coal Board. He takes 

pride in looking after the area and in particular decorating the Gas valve housing. 

Paddy’s hobbies include metal detecting and keeping Koi Carp. 

 
If you have any suggestions for the “Meet the Resident” article please contact ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Clean up our Parish 

We are organising our annual clean up day to coincide with the national “Clean for 

the Queen” campaign. On Saturday 19th March we need volunteers to meet at each 

of the villages 10am where sacks and pickers will be supplied. Please help us to clear 

up our villages. 

Litter 

How long does it take to 
bio-degrade? 

It’s surprising how long some articles 
take to bio-degrade. Here are some 
examples. 

 Paper bag up to one month 

 Orange peel up to two years 

 Banana skin up to two years 

 Plastic bag up to 10–20 years 

 Cigarette butts up to 12 years 

 Plastic bottle up to 450 years 

 Glass bottles and chewing gum 
are not biodegradable 

 

How much does it cost? 

In the year 2014/15 the cost to 

taxpayers in England to clear fly 

tipping and litter was a staggering 

£50,000,000 

Pop Star 

Question: which pop star of 
the 70s and 80s lived in our 
parish? Answer in the next 
issue. 


