
 

Womenswold Parish Council Newsletter         Winter 2017 

Womenwold Parish Council 

Serving the communities of Woolage Village, 

Womenswold, Woolage Green and Ropersole Park Winter 2017 

Ropersole Park 

R 
opersole Park forms the fourth part of Womenswold Parish. The            

community lies close to the A2 next to H’s Café and the old Hotel. 

The Park has been in existence for approximately 7 years and comprises 21 

units. All units are now occupied and the park is full. The only stipulation as 

to residency is that residents must be over the age of 40. Many of the owners are      

retired but there are some who work locally. It is a very close community with great 

pride taken in the upkeep and appearance of the park, as can be seen in the               

photographs. 

The Old Hotel 

There is currently a planning application 

in to demolish the old hotel (see above) 

and build a brand new Hotel with        

conference facilities, restaurant and bar. 

Meet some of the residents of Ropersole Park. From 

left to right are:- 

Jill, Brian, Gene, Linda, Donna (plus Treacle the dog) 

and Sheila. 

A spacious development 

of modern units        

surrounding a well kept 

green 
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Your Councillors 

Ian Hobson (Chair)  Communications, Website   ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

Maggie McKenzie (Vice Chair) Highways      maggiemckenzie@vfast.co.uk 

Mary Cook    Kent Association of Local Councils vacancy 

Janet Perrins    Amenities & Welfare     janetp.stuartr@tiscali.co.uk 

Adrian Wicken   Police liaison     adrianwicken@aol.com 
 

Val McWilliams   Clerk to the Council  val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com 01227 832028  

Meetings 

The council meets every other month, usually the second Tuesday at 7.00pm and usually at the Womenswold Learning 

Centre. Members of the Parish are very welcome to attend these meetings. Always check the website for updates. 

The next meeting is on Tuesday 14th March 2017 7pm.  

The Friends of St Margarets Church have organised the following events, when we hope to see you. 

If you would like to become a member, the cost for a single person is £12, and £15 per family or couple.  All the money 
raised is for improvements to our wonderful Church.  Please contact Maggie McKenzie (see below) if you are interested.  

Jazz Evening - 24 February 

We would like to invite you to an evening of jazz in the Learning Opportunities Centre in Womenswold  on Friday, 24th 
February at 7.30. for 8pm, when The Langton Jazz Men will be making a very welcome return. The ticket price of £6,(£5 for 
Friends) includes nibbles and one drink; further drinks will be available to buy. This is always a very popular event in a 
small venue, so advanced booking is recommended.  

Tickets can be booked with Marilyn Lewis, tel. 01227 831203 

Fun Quiz & Entertainment Evening - 24 March 

Jan & Keith Roberts have organised a fun evening at the Learning Opportunities Centre on Friday, 24 March at 7.30 for 
8pm. The ticket price of £6 (£5 for Friends) includes nibbles and one drink; further drinks available to buy. Again, due to the 
size of the venue, it is useful to book in advance. 

Tickets can be booked with Maggie McKenzie, Tel:01227 831414 

Police Liaison 

T here has been yet another change to the Police Community Support Officer role within the Canterbury District, brought 
about primarily because of a decrease in PCSO numbers. 

Whilst PCSO Lisa Williams remains our designated officer, she is now required to cover a larger area, and can be called 
upon to attend any police related incident within Canterbury and rural East Kent. Her ability to spend time in our area is 
therefore limited, and we will inevitably see her less often.   

Councillor Mary Cook from Womenswold has decided to step down as a Councillor after 6 years of dedicated  
voluntary work on the Parish Council. Each Councillor has a specific responsibility on the Council and Mary’s was     
liaising with the Kent Association of Local Councils. As part of this role Mary attended many meetings, reporting back to 
the Parish Council. Her work in this area was particularly effective. We all wish Mary well for the future and of course 
this means there is now a vacancy on the Council. If anyone is interested, please contact our clerk Val McWilliams 
(val.mcwilliams@btopenworld.com) 

 

Woolage Village Swings 

Unfortunately after many years the swings at the top of 
Woolage Village recreation ground have been taken out of 
use following a RoSPA inspection.  The top bar of the  
framework has rusted through and this makes the whole  
structure unsafe.  We are sure that in the 40+ years that they 
have been there several generations of children from the 
parish have enjoyed playing on these swings.  The Parish 
Council has obtained quotes to replace the swings, but at 
around £10,000 for new ones including the safety matting we 
are looking into obtaining grants and carrying out fundraising 
towards the costs. 

Tel:01227
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Website 

Our new website has been live since 
July 2015 and has had a total of 2612 
hits. The statistics for 2016 hits for each 
page can be seen on the right 
 
Please check it out. You can also see 
the diary, 
agendas and 
minutes of 
meetings there:- 
 

 

 

womenswoldparishcouncil.co.uk 

PLANNING AND ROADS 
 
Aylesham Development - Proposed roundabout at the junction with A2060. Following the Dover District Council Planning 
Meeting in January 2016, an independent highway engineer has proposed that a roundabout would be preferable to traffic 
lights. I have been advised that this scheme is currently being designed by Kent County Council Highways and the         
Developer. This will be presented to a future Dover District Planning Meeting in late spring/early summer.  Following the 
decision made at that meeting, there will be a full consultation with the public.      Maggie Mckenzie 

Country Eye App for Kent 

“helping to keep the Kent countryside safe” 

This is an App which is available for free download to IOS and 

Android. To report any fly tipping or suspicious behaviour,     

incidents or concerns, take a photo with your phone, say where the     

incident is or use the phone’s built in GPS. The Country Eye team then 

report to the appropriate authorities and keep you informed of progress.  
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Lorry Parking & Damage to Verges 

We are all aware of the huge number of lorries parking 

on every layby and verge in the area, causing             

considerable damage to the verges and disturbance,  

particularly when outside a property. I have been advised 

by KCC Highways that a survey was undertaken last 

September, and on average there were around 700    

lorries parked overnight across the County in such areas. 

Although there is a plan for a new lorry park at Stanford, 

KCC is looking at other sites across the County. I have 

asked them to investigate the damage to the verge     

outside Westmore House (see right)

Womenswold  (opposite the beacon) which is now an 

unsightly muddy mess, with all the associated unpleasant          

litter. This verge is owned by Highways and they have 

agreed to draw up a plan to prevent lorries from parking 

on this land, although we have to bear in mind that with 

the very restricted budgets all schemes have to be      

prioritised.             Maggie McKenzie 

Icy Weather and Potholes 

At the time of writing, we have had freezing weather for the past few 
days. Please remember to use the salt bins in each village if you find 
an area of road in your village  particularly icy.   

Please report any dangerous potholes or defects to KCC Highways on 
03000 418181 or www/kent.gov.uk 

June Theobold 
It is with sadness that we note the 
passing of June Theobold. June 
passed away on Tuesday 17th 
January at Kent and Canterbury 
Hospital after a very short illness 
aged 86. 
June moved to the parish in 1967 
with her husband John and three 
children to live in Woolage 
Village. 
She very soon became treasurer 
on the PCC and also clerk to the 
Parish Council, later becoming a 
Parish Councillor. 
Throughout her life she spent much 
of her time helping the community, 
not only in those offices, 
but also in many fund raising  
activities for church fetes and door 
collections. 
June was a clever, quick witted and 
friendly person, liked and loved by 
all who knew her. She will 
be sadly missed. 
Funeral arrangements will be     
publicised as soon as they are   
completed.    Ray LLoyd 

Litter Pick 
We will be organising a litter pick 

sometime in the spring. All help from 

all villages is welcome. Look out for the 

date on our website 

Items for this newsletter please send to ian.hobson49@googlemail.com 

http://kent.gov.uk
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Telephone Box Woolage Green 

As reported in the last issue the Parish Council has purchased the box from 
BT for £1. We now own it and need to know what to do with it. 

Thanks to a number of volunteers the vegetation has been removed and the 
box cleaned. It still needs to be painted—volunteers needed! We also need 
ideas of what to use it for. The firmest idea so far is to place a defibrillator in 
it. Other suggestions include:- Tourist information, book exchange etc. Ideas 
welcome. 

Womenswold Parish Residents Association 
The Association organised a Boules and BBQ afternoon on Woolage Green in September, which was greatly enjoyed by 
all who took part.  Congratulations to Barbara Gill and Roger Spencer, the boules competition winners. 
In November, there was a Quiz Night in The Two Sawyers, which caused the normal mixture of frustration, laughter and 
smug satisfaction among the 50 or so potential masterminds who took part. 
An evening of Christmas Carols took place, also in The Two Sawyers, on 20th December, when £100 was raised for the 
Association's nominated charity, Aylesham First Responders. The mince pies and mulled wine, kindly provided by the 
Landlady, Brenda, certainly helped some 
to find their voices. 

before after 

Pictures from the summer Boules tournament 

The Beacon 

I n 2018 there will be a countrywide           

commemoration of the end of World War One. 

As part of this 

there will be a 

“Battles Over  

Nations Tribute “ 

in which beacons 

across the     

country will be lit. 

The Parish Council 

has informed the 

Pageant Master 

that we would 

like to take part 

by lighting our      

beacon at the 

designated time 

in 2018. 

Traffic Issues 
Woolage Village 

The Council has been informed that work is 

about to begin to improve signage and road 

markings at the crossroads of Firs Road, Forstal 

Road and Woolage Green Road. 

Woolage Green 

It has been reported to the Council by  a         

concerned resident that speeding traffic at the 

Woolage Village end is causing concern. As a 

result the Council has informed the Highways 

department and an engineer is going to inspect. 

Moles 

There has recently been a 

problem with moles on 

the recreation ground at 

Woolage Village. The 

Council has paid for a 

mole catcher to eradicate 

the problem and we are 

pleased to say the     

problem has now been 

solved for the time being. 

Trees 

The trees in the Church-

yard at Womenswold have 

been a cause for concern. 

The Council has paid for a 

contractor to prune some 

of the trees. Some of this 

has been completed and at 

the time of writing two 

more trees are about to be 

pruned. 

Fly Tipping 

We are still 

awaiting the Kent    

conference which 

was promised in       

September. In the 

meantime please 

use the Country Eye 

App (see elsewhere 

in this issue) to  

report Fly Tipping 


