
 

 

 12 

 

 

WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 
 
A Meeting of Womenswold Parish Council was held at the Function Room, Two 
Sawyers, Woolage Green on Tuesday 12th September 2017 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:    Cllr I HOBSON – Chairman 
                   Cllr M McKENZIE -Vice Chair 

Cllr A WICKEN 
                                                  Cllr C BROWN 

Cllr J PERRINS 
               Mrs V McWILLIAMS Clerk 

 
There was one member of the public present. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1 Apologies for Absence 
 
City Cllr Simon Cook sent his apologies due to a prior engagement. PCSO Gavin 
Dodwell sent his apologies due to work commitments. 
 
2. Comments from the public. 
 
The member of the public commented on the amount of rubbish that was being 
thrown around the parish. Cllr Hobson said it was a problem that was ongoing and 
not a lot could be done to stop people throwing their rubbish out of cars windows or 
just dumping it anywhere. 
 
3. Declaration of interests by Councillors. There was no notification by 
members given of any pecuniary or personal interest in items on the Agenda. 
 
4. Reports from County Cllr Northey & City Cllr Cook 
 
County Cllr Michael Northey attended the meting and stated there was not a lot to 
report. There was still funding for potholes so to report any that still needed 
repairing.  Litter being dumped was still an ongoing problem as was lorries parking in 
the lay-bys. 
 
Cty Cllr Simon Cook sent the following report: 
The community governance review is under way. Please let us know if there are any 
changes that you would like to the parish - but equally if you're happy with the 
current arrangements, we're very happy to leave them as they are. 
 
There have been one or two problems with Serco recycling collection this week. If 
your bin isn't collected, please leave it out as Serco will be round to collect it as soon 
as possible - but please let me know too so I can chase them! 
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Finally there seem to be fewer fly tipping incidents at the moment but please do 
report any that you see - so we can clear them up and also see if there is anything in 
the rubbish that we can use to trace who did it. 
 
Canterbury City Council - Governance review 
 
Following the meeting on in the Guild Hall on 26th June about the Community 
Governance Review, there will be an opportunity for parish councils to sign up for a 
Following the meeting on in the Guild Hall on 26th June about the Community 
Governance Review, there will be an opportunity for parish councils to sign up for a 
30 minute witness sessions. These will be held after the consultation period has 
closed, and will give the City Council panel a chance to ask additional questions and 
clarify any points from previous submissions. The deadline for comments from Paris 
Councils is 8th October 2017. 
 
If the Council wants things to stay as they are they need to write and let CCC know. 
 
Further information can be obtained by logging on to the website at 
www.canterbury.gov.uk/your-council/have-your-say-/consultations/community-
governance-review. Individual residents are also invited to submit views via the 
website. 
 
5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the July meting, were approved and signed; proposed by Cllr Perrins 
& seconded by Cllr Wicken. 

 
6. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda.  
 
The white lines have still not been added to the crossroads to improve the Firs Road 
issues that Cllr Northey paid for.  The Clerk will contact Highways to let them know 
and copy Cllr Northey in with the correspondence. 
 
Cllr Hobson stated that the village signs had not been strimmed. It was agreed to 
ask Mr Harmer to mow the sign by the farmhouse rather than strim it.  
 
The Clerk reported that there were still no further developments regarding the 
Ruberry Butts issue. It was agreed to leave it for the time being until we hear 
anything further.  
 
The Clerk has heard nothing further from Mathew Handford regarding permission to 
hold a Smokey Bacon BQ on the Village Green. Apparently he is still waiting to hear 
from CCC about the licence. 
 
All action items had been executed 
 
7.   Finance 
 
Barclays Community Account £11,910.31 
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Business Saver Account £8,431.15 
 
Monies In 
HMR&C VAT Rebate £804.34 
£1075.00 into Business Saver Account  
£850.00 
£605.00 
 
Expenses 
Clerks Salary SCP 20 £10.50 per hour 26 hours in May/June £273.00 plus £80.00  
Office Management = £353.00.  
Playsafety (Playground inspection), (£119 +VAT £23.80) Total £! 42.80 PAID 
Directeds Ltd News Letter (£ 78.00+VAT £2.00) Total £80.00 PAID 
The Fifth Trust Church Yard £82.50PAID 
Harmer & Sons Grass Cutting £506.00 + VAT £101.20 Total £607.20 
 
Total £1,265.00 
 
These figures were approved by the Council; proposed by Cllr Brown & seconded by 
Cllr Wicken. 
 
The Clerk reported that she would be receiving the precept forms for 2018 in 
November and they would need to be completed and returned to CCC by 31st 
December 2017. 
 
There were no additional finance questions to the Clerk from Councillors 
 
8. Planning/Trees 
 
17/02069 Proposed single-storey dwelling. Land between Ela’s House and Linkfield, 
Westcourt Lane, Woolage Green, Womenswold. 
 
Councillors considered the application and expressed concern about the loss of light 
that would impinge on the Two Sawyers public house. They did not want to see 
trees planted on the boundary at the back of the Two Sawyers as this would 
certainly take away light.  
 
Provided the building’s dimensions are strictly adhered to, in particular the height, 
councillors felt the design would be acceptable. However, if the roof were to be 
raised this would certainly block out light to The Two Sawyers Public House. The 
sketch of the plans does not match the words relevant to the description. 
The issue in the plans it mentions a small amount of upstairs accommodation, but 
the plans suggest a low pitched roof which would not appear to allow for such 
accommodation. The concern being that to support upstairs rooms, the roof would 
end up higher than drawn 
 
If these issues were met the Council would have no objections to the application 
being granted. 
 
9. DEBFIBRILATORS & SITINGS 
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There is now enough money to purchase four defibrillators, one for each hamlet 
from “Wel Medical” at a cost of £6,558.00 we can claim £1,093.00 VAT back. 
 
Sitings: It is hoped to place one just inside the Church porch, Womenswold. We are 
waiting for confirmation from the PCCC that they are in agreement with this. The 
Clerk has written to the Priest in Charge who supports the idea. 
 
Woolage Village: Cllr Brown has found a siting in The Place, Woolage Village. 
 
Woolage Green: To be placed in the phone box. 
 
Ropersole Park:  Site to be confirmed 
 
Cllr Perrins will look for a qualified electrician to give a quote to install them. 
The Clerk will go ahead and make the purchase and arrange for them to be stored in 
Cllr Perrins garage until they are ready to be installed. 
 
10. Woolage green – Village Green  
  
The Green was cut in time for the Boules match. The village signs will be strimmed 
later this month. The Clerk will organise the Tree Surgeon to cut the hedge at the 
back of the Village Green. 
 
11. Councillors’ portfolios 

 
• Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC);  Nothing to report   

      Cllr Brown has heard nothing from KALC. The Clerk will write again and let them  
      know that he is our new representative. 

 
• Amenities and  Welfare:  
 
It was agreed to ask Jamie Cole to go ahead and remove & dispose of old  
carousel spindle & concrete, backfill level and seed with grass at a cost of £400. 00     
Repair/protect multiplay at a cost of £160.00 
 

  To leave the benches as it would be cheaper to replace them rather than  
   repair.        
 
   The Clerk has asked the Pest Control to remove the moles from the  
   Recreation Ground on Woolage Village. 
 

It was agreed to give the “weed patch” one more chance and to strim it and see 
what happens next year. 

    
  Elgar’s have confirmed that should be no horse riding on the Recreation Ground  
  
   Cllr Perrins agreed to purchase two “no kite flying” along with a “no horse riding”   
   sign for the recreation ground. 
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• Roads & Services: Cllr McKenzie has been in contact with Highways regarding 
the problem of lorries parking on the unofficial lay-by that backs onto Westmore 
House. Highways have no spare money to do anything about it. They do say we 
could do something ourselves if they approved it.  Cllr McKenzie agreed to look 
into the cost and report back at the next meeting 

 
• Communication – Website and News Letter. 

     The newsletter is now published and delivered 
     The website has received 3796 hits since its creation two years ago. 
     The website is up to date. 
    

• Police Liaison:  PCSO Gavin Dodwell is now our PCSO. He was unable to attend 
the meeting but sent the following: 

 
  Canterbury Police is appealing to all residents, to ensure that they keep their homes  
  safe    
 

• Keep front, patio and back doors closed and locked when you are elsewhere 
in the house or in the garden. 

• Ensure that all windows and external doors are not only closed but locked at 
night or when you are out of the house. Even a small window could provide a 
burglar with an opportunity to reach through and open a larger window to 
gain access. 

 
There were no reported crimes in Womenswold. 

 
12. General Correspondence 
CPRE Field Work 
Countryside Voice 

 
Emails sent to all 
Invitation to attend an event in Kent by your Local Ambulance Service 
Invitation to attend an event in Kent by your Local Ambulance Service  

Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2017/2023 
Invitation to Stour Launch Event 
Canterbury District Local Plan 
Parish News 
Inside Track 
Invitation to Highways Conference. 
 
13   Any Other Business. 
 
Cllr Perrins reported that there was someone selling scrap metal in the lay-by by the 
café on the A2. Cllr Brown offered to go and make enquires as to whether the 
business was legal and if they had a licence. 
 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the on 21st November at The 
Learning Opportunities Centre, Womenswold at 7.00pm. Meetings for the rest of the 
year will be: 
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• 9th January 2018   - The Two Sawyers 
• 13th March  2018 - Learning Opportunities Centre, Womenswold  


