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WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of Womenswold Parish Council was held at the Learning Opportunities 
Centre, Womenswold on Tuesday 10th January 2017 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:   
Cllr I HOBSON - Chairman 
Cllr M McKENZIE– Vice Chair 
Cllr A WICKEN 
Cllr J PERRINS 
Cllr M COOK 
Mrs V McWILLIAMS Clerk 

 
There were 10 members of the public present. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked for any comments from 
the public. 
 
1. Comments from the public. 
 
The Council had received a petition from 27 residents of Woolage Green objecting to 
Womenswold Parish Council decision without consultation to allow the resurfacing of 
the access path across the Green to Beggars Roost. 
 
They complained that the Council had not sought advice from CCC or drawn up a 
legal plan before allowing the work to go ahead. The Council confirmed that they 
had not sought planning advice before agreeing to the work. 
 
The agreed width of 2.3m had not been adhered to and the width had now extended 
to 2.9m. The contractor was fully aware of the specifications of the width. 
 
The Council confirmed that they had not consulted residents before doing the work 
as they did not feel it was necessary 
 
The Parish Council had received several letters expressing thanks and delight at the 
improvement to the Green now that the access path had been refurbished. 
 
The Chairman gave a robust response to the residents who spoke on behalf of those 
who had signed the petition.  He then thanked them and said that the Council would 
react to all the issues raised once it had had time to consider the matter 
 
2. County Cllr Report 
 
Councillor Northey reported on the new lighting system being rolled out over Kent. 
All streetlights in Kent are being converted to the LED (Lighting Emitting Diodes) 
system. So far 56% of residential areas have been done, since March 14th. The 
project will save over 65% of energy and carbon emissions. They will save at today’s 
prices around £5.2 million per year and will thus pay for themselves in 7-8 years.  
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There is a lot less light pollution as the light is directed downwards where it is 
needed and there is no sky glow, such as the current orange glow. Drivers get a 
much clearer view of the road as they drive, and colours are clearer. These lights 
have a life of 100,000 burning hours; say around 15 years but maybe as much as 20 
or 25 years. All Kent will go back to all night lighting. 
  
In addition, these lights are controlled centrally and can be made brighter or less 
bright as wishes and dimmed. Any individual light or area can be switched on and 
off. Therefore, if local people would like them switched off, to give part-night 
lighting, they can be. There will be no need to report any faults as the central 
controls will pick up the faults automatically and will then be repaired. 
  
The residential areas of Canterbury district will begin on 16 January and will be 
completed by 24th March 2017. Then the lighting on the main roads will be started. 

  

City Cllr Report 
 
Cllr Simon Cook sent his apologies for being unable to attend the meeting but sent a 
message saying that very little had happened over the Christmas period. He  
reminded the Council that the next RAMP meeting would take place on Monday 23rd 
March at the Guild Hall at 7.00pm 
 
3. Apologies for absence. Cty Cllr Simon Cook sent his apologies as he had a 
previous engagement.  
 
4. Declaration of interests by Councillors. There was no notification by 
members given of any pecuniary or personal interest in items on the Agenda. 

 
5. Minutes of previous meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on 8th 
November 2016 were approved and signed; proposed by Cllr Perrins & seconded by 
Cllr Wicken.  
 
6. Matter arising not otherwise on the agenda.  
 
Despite chasing Stephen Durbridge with regard to Ruberry Butts the Clerk has still 
heard nothing further. She will chase again. 
 
Cllr Wicken stated that the work to improve the Firs Road issues had still not been 
started. County Cllr Northey will chase to find out why. 
 
The Clerk will chase Nicola Hood at CCC to enquire if there is any further news on  
the Fly-Tipping seminar they are planning to hold. 
 
All action items had been executed. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

22 
 

 
7. Councillors’ portfolios 

 

• Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC); Cllr Cook reported that there was 
nothing to report. The next meeting will be held on 17th  January 2017. 

• Amenities and Welfare: Cllr Perrins had now obtained three quotes to replace 
the swings on the recreation ground at Woolage Village. The Clerk will look into 
getting a grant. It was agreed by all to leave getting the repairs done to the play 
equipment until after the finances for 2017 had been received in April 2017. 

• Roads & Services - Nothing to report 
• Communication – Website and News Letter. Cllr Hobson stated that he had 

had 2500 hits – 471 since the last meeting. He stated that the next Newsletter 
should be out shortly and he would welcome any articles to go in. 

• Police Liaison: PCSO is no longer able to attend council meetings due to the 
pressure of work but she does send out reports and is contact with the 
Neighbourhood Watch. 

 
8.    Planning/Trees  

 

• CA/16/02434FUL proposed two-storey side and rear extensions with  
         internal  alteration following demolition of an existing out building.  
         Nethersole Cottage,  The Street, Womenswold CT4 6HE. GRANTED….. 

 
       Trees in the Church Yard 

 
• Permission has now been granted to carry out the work necessary on the 

large Common Ash with serious Heart Decay and the Ash tree suffering from 
Ash Dieback.  The Tree surgeon plans to start the work  shortly. 

 
 9.   Woolage Green – Village Green. 

 
As this was discussed during comments from the public it was agreed not to discuss 
it further until Councillors had had time to consider all the issues. 
          
 10.   Finance 

 

• Barclays Community Account £6,754.66 
• Business Saver Account 32,965.78 

 
      Expenses 
 
Clerks Salary SCP 20 £10.50 per hour 26 hours in October/November £273.00 plus 
£80.00 Office 
Total £353.00 
Elgars Ground rent £14.00 
RDR  Pest Management Moles Church Yard (x 2moles) £48.00 Recreation Ground 
£120.00 (x 11 moles)  Total £168.00 
 
TOTAL Expenditure £535.00 
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These figures were approved by the Council; proposed by Cllr Hobson and seconded 
by Cllr Wicken. 
  
There were no additional finance questions to the Clerk from Councillors 
 
11. General Correspondence 
The Lord Lieutenant of Kent invite to his annual Civic Service at Rochester Cathedral 
on Tuesday 14th March 2017 Commencing at 11am. No one is available to attend. 
Countryside Voice - Winter 2016 
Field Work – Winter2016 
Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2017 
 
Emails sent to all 
Battles Over A Nations Tribute - Councillors would like the Parish to take part in the 
Tribute. The clerk will write and let the Pageant master know 
Country Eye App Cllr Hobson had put the App onto the website. He stated that it was 
a very useful tool. 
National Awards Scheme 
Revises Legal Topics 
Parish News 
 
All correspondence has been circulated amongst Councillors 
 
12   Any Other Business. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had heard from the daughter of a resident living at Yew 
Tree Cottage, Woolage Green concern about the number of vehicles driving too fast 
round the bend by the cottage. Cars had run into in to the hedge on numerous 
occasions and the family were worried about their father being involved in an 
accident. They wondered if it would be possible to place  a Slow sign by the cottage. 
The Clerk  will contact Highways and let the residents daughter know that the 
Council is looking into the issue. 
 
The moles have been treated in the Church Yard and the Recreational Ground at 
Woolage Village. 
 
There was no further business 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm 
  
13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The next meeting of Womenswold Parish Council is to be held at the Learning 
Opportunities Centre, Womenswold on Tuesday 14th March 2017 at 7.00pm   
 
 
 
 
 


