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WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of Womenswold Parish Council was held at the Learning Opportunities 
Centre, Womenswold on Tuesday 12th July 2016 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:   
Cllr I HOBSON - Chairman 
Cllr M McKENZIE– Vice- Chair 
Cllr M COOK 
Cllr A WICKEN 
Cllr J PERRINS 
Mrs V McWILLIAMS Clerk 

 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

1. Presentation by Mark Townsend, a member of the Aylesham First 
Responders who gave an interesting talk on the advantages of installing 
defibrillators around the parishes. He outlined the costing and maintenance 
prices. The Council was originally under the impression that there was only a 200 
yards radius for their effective use but this turned out not to be true as they are 
fully portable. He explained that once a patient suffered a heart attack every 
second counted as the brain could not be starved of oxygen for too long before 
permanent brain damage occurred. He emphasised that the first 8 minutes were 
crucial. 

 
As Womenswold is made up of 3 parishes it was felt that providing one in each 
parish would be the most beneficial given the 8 minute time slot. The cost of 
three defibrillators would be approximately £4,200. There are grants available 
which the Council would have to consider. 
 

2. Comments from the public. There were no members of the public present. 
 

3. Reports from 

 County Cllr Michael Northey attended the meeting and reported 
that KCC is now funding an extra four million pounds to repair 
potholes, cleaning signs, trimming verges and refreshing white 
lines. 

 City Councillor Cook was not present but sent a report saying that 
there was not much to report from the City Council this month. We 
continue to have issues with fly tipping and they have now taken 
up. New powers from the government to issue fixed penalty notices 
to fly tippers should be a lot easier to action than taking offenders 
through the courts. It is hoped that this will help reduce the 
problem 
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4. Apologies for absence. City Cllr Cook sent his apologies as he had another 
meeting to attend 
 

5. Declaration of interests by Councillors. There was no notification by 
members given of any pecuniary or personal interest in items on the Agenda. 
 

6. Minutes of previous meeting. The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 
8th March 2016 were approved and signed; proposed by Cllr Perrins & seconded 
by Cllr Cook. 

 
7. Matter arising not otherwise on the agenda.  

 The Clerk reported that she had now heard from BT with regard to the 
adoption of the Telephone Kiosk. A signed contract from BT had been 
received. BT will now arrange to remove the payphone equipment 
from the kiosk. Once it is completed they will send a completion notice 
and a K6 information pack via email. Cllr Perrins has received the paint 
and brushes to paint the kiosk which she will organise. 

 The Clerk had has still not heard back from Steven Durbridge with 
regard to Rubery Butts; otherwise known as the Three Barrows Down 
which lies at the boundary of 3 parishes – Shepherdswells, Nonington 
and Womenswold.  She will chase him. 

 Serco has now installed the new waste bin on to Woolage Green, 
albeit not very well. Councillors decided that they would dismantle it 
and realign it themselves rather than get Serco back. 

 All action items had been executed. 
 Some local residents of Woolage Village have expressing their concern 

regarding the safety measures and lack of signage and road markings 
at the junction of Forstal Road and Wooolage Green Road. The Traffic 
Team Scheme at Highways did not state that at the moment it was not 
possible to do anything as it was not considered a high enough risk 
nor were there funds for providing any safety signs. They would 
monitor the area closely. Following this Cllr Northey had spoken to 
Highways who agreed that the area would benefit from improvement. 
Cllr Northey offered the £700.00 necessary towards the cost of 
installing 2 new warning signs and markings at the location.  The work 
will be put into action shortly. The Chairman thanked Michael Northey 
for his much appreciated help. 
 

8. Councillors’ portfolios 

 Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC); Cllr Cook said that 
she was unable to attend the AGM as it clashed with a Parish Council 
meeting. She will be receiving the minutes. 

 Amenities and Welfare: Cllr Perrins reported that the new bench in 
Woolage Village had now been installed.  ROsPA Play Safety is due to 
inspect the play area in July. It was agreed that Cllr Perrins would 
meet the Inspector on the day, although there would be an extra 
£42.00 charge it was considered worth it. The Clerk will organise it. 

 Roads and Services: Cllr Mckenzie reported the Wick Lane road sign 
has still not been replaced. The chair will organise this. She reported 
the A2 had been cleaned up and is looking considerably better 
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 Police Liaison: PCSO Lisa Williams apologised for being unable to 
attend the meeting.  

 Communication: Cllr Hobson reported that the website had received 
UK 692, USA 72, Italy 17, Australia 13, and EU 8 plus some others on 
one each. Tuesday was the most popular day and 9am the most 
popular time. This proves that the website is being visited more than 
was anticipated. Cllr Hobson would like to receive copy for the next 
Newsletter by 19th July 

 
9.  Planning/trees  

 CA/16/00079/FUL Proposed two-storey side extension, single -storey 
rear extension and car port with internal and external alterations. 
South Down House Woolage Green Road, Woolage Green CT4 6SF 
GRANTED. 

 CA/ 16/01131/FULSingle-storey extension with balcony over. Little 
Yaffles, Snowdown Road, Womenswold, CT4 6HB. The Council had 
raised no objections to the proposal but had heard from a next door 
neighbour that she was concerned that it would take away the privacy 
from her garden. She was advised to write to the Planning Department 
at CCC and take it up with them as the parish council could not get 
into a dispute between neighbours. 

 DOV/15/00592 this application has received overwhelming support for 
a round a bout as against a traffic lights. The application should be 
heard on 21st July 2016 

 The Council had received complaints and concerns regarding the trees 
in the church car park. The Council had been asked by the PCC to look 
at them a year earlier which they did. The church then decided that 
they did not want any work done.  The Tree Surgeon had now looked 
at the trees again and felt that there was work necessary on 3 of the 
trees. It was agreed that the Clerk would send the recommended 
report to the PCC expressing their concern should any of the diseased 
trees cause an accident.  They would confirm that the Council would 
pay for the work.  

 
10. Finance 

 Barclays Community Account £12,409.88 

 Business Saver Account £2,965.41 
 Monies In. HMR &C VAT Remittance £1,563.40 
 Expenses Clerks Salary SCP 20 £10.50 per hour 26 hours in May-

June £273.00 plus £80.00 Office Management, Stationary (£8.07+ 
VAT £1.51) = £9.68 Total £362.68 

 Harmer & Sons Grass Cutting Village Green +The Rec Ground 
(£760.00 +VAT £152.00) Total £912.00 

 Ian Hobson Website £12.49 +VAT £2.50 Total £14.99 

 The Fifth Trust Grass Cutting Church Yard £200.00 
 Harmer & Sons Grass Cutting £144.00 
 Janet Perrins Tea Party £300.00 Paid 10/6/2016 
 Janet PERRINS £339.39 Paid 10/6/2016 
 Serco Waste Bin £293.11 +VAT £58.62 Total £351.73 Paid 25/6/2016 

 Came & Company Insurance £703.33 (Paid 28/05/2016)    



 

 

8 
 

 SERCO Waste Bin (£316.73 + VAT £35.00) Total £351.73 Paid 
28/06/2016 

 AJL Garden Services Grass Cuttings Church Yard £230.00 
 
TOTAL Expenditure £3,909.85 
 
These figures were approved by the Council; proposed by Cllr Perrins and seconded by 
Cllr Cook. 
  
The Clerk has received the CFF papers for the next four years bid for Concurrent 
Funding. It was agreed that the Clerk would get price increases from our contractors 
and discuss the findings with the Chairman ready to present them to the Council at the 
September meeting 
 
The Clerk stated that we had received the Government grant money for the purchase of 
a lap top and printer and asked if she could go ahead and buy. It was agreed that she 
should. 
 
There were no additional finance questions to the Clerk from Councillors 
 

11. VFast. The issue of a parishioner’s disconnection from the VFast service was 
discussed and following County Councillor’s advice the chair will meet with 
KCC broadband team to discuss options. 

 
12. Fly tipping 

The Clerk had heard from Nicola Hood from KCC who had said that she would 

be happy to attend a parish council meeting to discuss Fly Tipping. Since then 

things have changed as KCC felt it would not be cost effective to visit 

individual parishes. Instead they are going to arrange a seminar/workshop in 

September and Parish Councils will be invited to attend. 

 

13. Correspondence 

Clerks &N Councils Direct July 2016 
Kent Trust for Youth Sport 
Rural News 
Quote Church Yard Trees 
 
Emails sent to all 
Ash Die Back News 
KSCP A Year in View 2015 - 2016 
NALC Bulletin 
Southern Water 
Rural News 
Council Tax Support Team 
Waste Management 
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14. Any Other Business. 
 Cars are still driving up the bank onto the Recreation Ground at Woolage 

Village opposite The Place. It is supposedly youngsters clowning around at 
night. The Clerk has reported it the PCSO Williams who stresses that 
without a registration number there is very little that they can do. It was 
agreed to make it an agenda item at the next meeting. 

 Cllr McKenzie reported that the cycle sign facing Shepherdswell was still 
pointing the wrong way. She will chase. 

 A resident wrote stating that she was experiencing problems with Vfast 
who had contacted her saying that that they had received complaints 
from Womenswold about the speed of the internet. Following which they 
were investigating the reason.  The cause was found to be the isolated 
position of the property, with trees blocking the direct line of sight for a 
usable signal. Regrettably because of this they would no longer be able to 
provide a connection to the property. They gave her 14 days notice until 
13/07/2016. See item 10 for action. 

 Cllr McKenzie asked if a report from the parish meetings could be put in 
the parish magazine and the local gazette. It was agreed to do this. The 
Clerk will organise it. 

 Complaints have been received regarding a caravan parking on a field at 
Woolge Green. It was agreed to investigate who owned the land before 
taking it up with the Planning Department. 

 The Clerk had written to Qlawns expressing disappointment with the turf 
matting as all that has grown is daisies, weeds and nettles and looks most 
unattractive. They advised cutting it right back and it should it then 
improve next year. It was agreed to go ahead and clear it. The Clerk will 
contact Harmer & Sons. 

 
There was no further business 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
  
11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
The next meeting of Womenswold Parish Council is to be held at the Learning 
Opportunities Centre, Womenswold, on Tuesday 13th September 2016  
 
 
 
 
 
 


