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WOMENSWOLD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

A Meeting of Womenswold Parish Council was held at the Learning Opportunities 
Centre, Womenswold on Tuesday 21st November 2017 at 7.00pm 
 

Present:    Cllr I HOBSON – Chairman 
                   Cllr M McKENZIE -Vice Chair 

Cllr A WICKEN 
                                                  Cllr C BROWN 

Cllr J PERRINS 
               Mrs V McWILLIAMS Clerk 

 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1 Apologies for Absence 
 
Michael Northey sent his apologies due a prior engagement 
 
2. Comments from the public. 
 
None 
 
3. Declaration of interests by Councillors. There was no notification by 
members given of any pecuniary or personal interest in items on the Agenda. 
 
4. Reports from County Cllr Northey & City Cllr Cook 
 
City Cllr Simon Cook attended the meeting and reported that:  The City Council will 
be putting next year's budget out for consultation next week – they have again 
managed to keep it balanced, whilst preserving frontline services. He had had a 
meeting with Chief Inspector Weller (the District Commander) last week and he has 
agreed to keep a close eye on the illegal lorry parking on the Cold Harbour Lane /A2 
slip road. Finally, the City Council web page for reporting fly tipping has been 
improved and can now be used to upload photos and the location can be pinpointed 
from a map or a phone location, rather than having to be described; everyone is 
urged to use it if they see any fly tipped rubbish. 
 
He reported that the Christmas Hampers from the Lord Mayor of Canterbury’s 
Christmas Gift Fund were now ready for distribution and he would be delivering them 
next week 
 
County Cllr Michael Northey was unable to attend the meeting but sent the following: 
The Winter Service is now in operation. This is for gritting roads as and when 
necessary. Last season, December and January were the coldest month. It was an 
average winter. There were 66 runs on the primary routes (52 in 2015/16) and four  
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on secondary routes (0 in 2015/16). £3,328,600 has been set aside for the 
programme. 
 
A reminder of two KCC consultations, to be found on the KCC website, ending on 
Dec 3rd. Please submit any views. They are on the proposed KCC Budget for 
2018/19, and for Community Infant Feeding Support, the way KCC proposes to 
support mothers’ breastfeeding. 
 
Nationally. If anyone knows of employers who can help please let us know. Details 
are on the website. So far over 3,700 young people aged 16 to 24 have registered 
their detail, employers have listed only 1,287 apprenticeship places. The 1,000 
Interviews project is aimed to give young people training for interviews and to meet 
employers. 
 
5. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
The minutes of the September meeting, were approved and signed; proposed by Cllr 
Perrins & seconded by Cllr Wicken 
 
6. Matters arising not otherwise on the agenda.  
 
The white lines have still not been added to the crossroads to improve the Firs Road 
issues that Cllr Northey paid for.  The Clerk will contact Highways again to let them 
know.  
 
Cllr Brown had still not heard from KALC. The clerk will write again and check that 
they have his new email address. 
 
Cllr Wicken raised the issue of a vehicle which appears to be permanently parked in 
the lay-by on the B2046 which is advertising a scrap metal company.  He will contact 
PCSO Gavin Dodwell to see if it can be moved. 
 
All action items had been executed 
 
7.   Finance 
Barclays Community Account £9,321.67 (27th October) 
Business Saver Account £1,873.15    (27th October2017 
Monies In from Saver account to Community Account  
£6,558.00 
Expenses 
Clerks Salary SCP 20 £10.50 per hour 26 hours September October £273.00 plus 
£80.00 Office Management plus Toner Cartridge (£20.13 +VAT £4.13) = £24.00 
Total £377.15 
KALC Clerks share of attendance at the Clerks Conference £30.00 +VAT £6.00 Total 
£35.99 
Wel Medical (£5,465.00 +VAT £1,093.00) Total £6,558.00 Paid 
The Fifth Trust Church Yard £176.25 
The Fifth Trust Church Yard £132.50 
PKF Audit (£100.00 +VAT £20.00) Total £120.00 
RDR Pest Control £124.00 
Harmer & Son Grass Cutting (£506.00 + VAT £101.20) Total £607.20 
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Janet Perrins. “No Kite Flying” and “No Horse Riding” signs £8.72. 
 Hags- SMP Ltd Repair play equipment (£776.30 +VAT £155.26 
Total £931.56 
Total £9,071.37 
   
These figures were approved by the Council; proposed by Cllr Hobson & seconded by 
Cllr Wicken. 
 
The Clerk reported that the External Auditors had completed the audit and stated 
that based on their review of the annual return in their opinion, the information in 
the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters of concern 
had come to their attention that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements 
have not been met. 
 

The Precept budget was discussed and it was agreed by all to request £6,000.00 for 
2018/2019 in view of a reduction in the Concurrent Financial Funding and increased 
prices for next year; proposed by Cllr Wicken & seconded by Cllr Brown. 
 
There were no additional finance questions to the Clerk from Councillors 
 
8. Planning/Trees 
 
NEW: Application for a Stopping Up Order, Highways Act 1980 Section 1 
The application was discussed and the Council agreed that they would be objecting 
to the order. It is Public Right of Way regularly used by pedestrians and horse riders. 
The Clerk will write to Carissa Humphreys at Invicta Law the solicitor dealing with the 
case know. 
17/02437/FUL Proposed two-storey rear and side extensions together with roof 
alterations and roof lantern to existing rear extension following demolition of garage.  
 5 Forstal Road, Womenswold CT4 6SP.There were no objections to the proposal. 
The Clerk to let the Development Team at CCC know. 
 
Decisions 
17/021138 Proposed installation of smooth render over existing brickwork to front 
elevation. Tatura Westcourt Lane, Woolage Green, Womenswold, CT4 6SE 20 
October Granted 
 
17/02069 Proposed single-storey dwelling. Land between Ela’s House and Linkfield, 
Westcourt Lane, Woolage Green, Womenswold  Refused 
 
9 Highways 
The Hedge at Woolage Green has now been cut. 
 
Mr O’Shaugnessy from Woolage Village has approached the Parish Council and would 
like a dropped kerb put on the pavement surrounding his triangle of land opposite 
his house at the top of the village. The Clerk explained that the Council could not put 
in the request to KCC for him as he would have to do it himself. The Clerk will sort 
out the procedure and necessary paperwork. Cllr Brown offered to go and talk the 
issue through with Mr O’Shaugnessy. 
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10 DEBFIBRILLATORS & SITINGS 
 
All four defibrillators, one for each hamlet have now been purchased 
 
Cllr Perrins has been in contact with an Electrician who has agreed to install them. 
 
The Clerk has contacted the PCC at Womenswold who in principle agree to one being 
placed in the Church Porch and is just waiting from final clearing from the diocese. 
 
Woolage Green: It will be placed in the phone box. 
 
Woolage Village: Cllr Brown has gained permission for one to be placed on a house 
opposite the recreation ground.   
 
Ropersole Park has still to be decided. 
 
11. Councillors’ Portfolios    

       
• Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC): Cllr Brown is still waiting to 

hear from them. The Clerk will chase. 
• Amenities and Welfare: The Pest Control has now removed the moles 

from the Recreation Ground on Woolage Village. 
     Cllr Perrins has now purchased two “no kite flying” along with a “no horse  
     riding” signs for the recreation ground. 
• The roundabout has now been repaired. 
• Cllr Perrins & the Clerk will contact Wickhambreaux and ask to inspect their 

playground equipment before applying for a grant from the Lottery for new 
swings. 

• Jamie Cole has still to do the repairs to the multiplay and remove the old 
roundabout spindle from the play area. He is booked to them. 

• Cllr Brown suggested that we put up goal posts on the recreation ground.  
Cllr Perrins will obtain three quotations. 

• Roads & Services: Cllr McKenzie has been in contact with Kent Highways 
with regard to the unofficial pull-in place on the Adisham Road. KCC has no 
money to be able to do anything about it but suggested that we might 
consider doing it ourselves. Putting bollards round the area was put forward. 
Cllr McKenzie will look into the cost. 

• Communication – Website There has been 4040 hits this month 
• Police Liaison:  PCSO Gavin Dodwell reported that there has been no 

problems in Womenswold 
 
12. General Correspondence 
 
Emails sent to all 
Kent County Council Transportation Survey September 2017-09-28 
Canterbury City Council - Community Governance review consultation - deadline 8 
October+ 
Data Protection and the DCLG consultation on Planning for the right homes in the 
right places. 
Small Grants- Large Grants 
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Rural Policing Update 13th September 2017 
NALC Chief Executive's Bulletin 31 - 8 September 2017 
Notification of external auditor appointment 2017/18 
 
13   Any Other Business. 
Cllr Wicken reported that the field on the right coming down from Woolage Green 
towards Woolage Village had been fenced off by the farmer who is planning to put 
sheep in the field. It was now not possible for pedestrians to access the footpath. 
The Clerk will write to PROW to ask if the farmer could be approached to perhaps 
put up stiles at each end of the path to enable pedestrians to use the right of way. 
 
Cllr Hobson asked the Clerk to chase the Rural Area Member Panel to determine 
whether we will be provided with cameras/signage relating to litter and fly tipping 
issues as advised in their email dated 6 October 2017. The Clerk reported that she 
had already put in a bid for them. 
 
Cllr Perrins noted that we need to keep up to date regarding proposed developments 
at both Highland Court Farm and Lydden Hill Circuit.  Both developments are near to 
our Parish and therefore may affect local traffic and services. 
 
Cllr Perrins agreed to sort out a Litter Picking day within the Parish in either 
December 2017 or January 2018. 
 
There was no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
Will take place at the Function Room, Two Sawyers, Woolage Green on Tuesday 
January 9th 2018 at 7.00pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


